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AGNISKANDA IN AMARAVATI ART: A
DISCOURSE ON
SYMBOLISM, STYLE AND ICONOGRAPHY

Sreyashi Ray Chowdhuri
Kolkata

Indian art was not conceived only to portray the factual tesuimony of life
It became a vehicle of forms of thought which enriched culture. religion,
philosophy and literature' Indian art also employed some symbolical language
to portray the ideas of the mind. In this regard it can be suggested that art
signifies principles of composition and symbolism. In fact the connectvity
between art and religion can be visuahzed in some relhigious symbols of
which Agniskanda or the pillar of flames oc
art tradition. In this paper an attempt has been made to study the vanous
iconoplastic representations of Agmiskanda in Amaravati Arn and asses its
symbolism, iconography and style.
In earlv Buddhist
bodies of the Master. In thi

implications of the symbol.

Agrniskanda or the flaming pillar with wh
decorations like the lotus and rtrisula
usually believed that the fiery pillar or
Agnilinga of Siva Thusitca
carries the Rudra-Agn; conc

Agniskanda s the counterpart of the
n be suggested that the flaming pillar in Buddhism

ept. Rudra s associated with Agn (fire) Ap (water)
and Oshadr (Plant life) in all its hature occupying the entire universe® The
flames represent Agry associations. The Rigveda [‘requently refers to the pillar

e _ . ry pillars ¢4 Lruskanda) represent
the survival of the Vedic concept in which Agn is represented as the axis of

| 1 fire as the unseen energy in all
existences 1s manifested by Buddha Such fl | the
of B o ‘ ]

: ud(.?.ha s con 'PPINg ascetics by overcoming
with his psychic Power (iddhi) vwo venome
he_at and flames' The flamin
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Dharmacakra in the Buddhist Art of Amaravati: A Study
On Symbolism and Its Artistic Interpretations

THE symbolic mode of depicting visual imagery
was popular among different religious traditions,
prevalent in ancient India. In fact, the symbolic
mode formed itself by an artistic vocabulary and an
iconography without icons. Among several symbols
of ancient India, cakra became one of the popular
symbols in Brahmanism and Buddhism.

The cakra or the wheel of law is the Indian emblem
of sovereignty. Since the Buddha is considered as the
sovereign of the masses, he is symbolically depicted
as the dharmacakra. Hence the dharmacakra became
one of the major Buddhist symbols.

The dharmacakra is depicted in several Buddhist
1 centres as a sacred Buddhist symbol. Amaravati
Was no exception to this general pattern. The Buddhist
mahastipa at Amaravati (Guntur district, Andhra
Pradesh) became one of the finest masterpieces of
the Buddhist world displaying great creativity and
the skills of the artists. The ornate Amaravati art
has displayed some beautiful representations of

Srevashi Ray Chowdhuri

dharmacakra. In this article, an attempt has been
made to interpret the significance of dharmacakra in
Amaravati art in the hight of its symbolism and arusuc
expression. In order to study the above dimension, it
is required to assess the justification of categonsing
dharmacakra as a symbol and then delve into the
sphere of symbolism associated with dharmacakra
Dharmacakra: Its  Symbolic  meanings  and
interpretations

Considering the issue of justification of dharmacakra
as a symbaol it may be stated that though there arc
several visual signs associated with Buddhism, it 1s
difficult to categorize all of them as symbols. The
visual signs may be divided into non-figural, indexical
and symbolic signs. The symbolic sign s strongly
dependent on the act of interpretation (Dehejia 1997,
§1). Convention specific to a particular tradition s
most apparent in the interpretation of symbolic signs
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(xii)

Theoretical Foundations of the
Socinlogy of Education
Dr: Kaushik Chattopadhyay
Introduction
Functionalists’ Perspectives of Sociology of Education
Classical Functional Analysis
Modemn Functional Analysis
Action Theories in Education
*  Actor-Network Theory
Feminist Theory of Education

Queer Theory in Education
Poststructuralist Perspective of Sociology of Education
Postmodem Perspective of Education
Conclusion
- Social Institutions:

Concept, Types and their Functions

Prahllad Gain

*  Introduction

*  Definition of Social Institutions
Characteristics of Social Institutions
Nature of Social Institutions

Types of Social Institutions

Function of Social Institutions

Family as a Social Institution

The Importance of Fami asa

e ly as a Social Institution in
Role of Family in Socialization

School as a Social Institution

School is o Miniature Society

Relation between School and Socicty

Evolution of Society

Dependence Interaction Social Relations Socicty
© Society as a Social Institution

* Concluding Remarks

. . . . .
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_ Social Institutions:
Concept, Types and their Functions

Prahllad Gain

Introduction

The mobility is main feature of every society. This dynamism
maintains the developmental continuity of human society. In a
constantly changing world, every society has its own set of rules,
customs, and rules that everyone in that society has to follow.
erence 1o these leads to the development of the individual and
society. In order to ensure that every person adheres to these
 behaviours, customs and rules, various types of institutions have
'been formed in every society. Their common name is social
institutions. The responsibility of the social institutions is to lead the
society in a direction directed by controlling the individual behaviour,
The customs, practices, thoughts, experiences, culture of the society
are transmitted from generation to generation. Social institutions
- maintain this circulatory continuity. Social institutions play a key role
in shaping society. These create social bonds and people play their
' social role. The role of social institutions is important in meeting all
the requirements related to social peace and order, mental happiness,

establishment of personal relationships, knowledge.
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Title of the Book Chapter: Locating the Murder of Roger Ackroyd in the Tradition of Detective
Fictions

CRITICAL
ESSAYS on
ENCLISH AnD
BENCALI
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FICTION

DEBAYAN DEB BARMAN

EForeward by Phjl Fitzsimm

Princinal 8 Secretary
Qoveming Body Manviosh Nandy Menavidyakya
Jangipara, Nooghly



MAHITOSH NANDY MAHAVIDYALAYA

(AFFIALIATED TO THE UNIVERSITY OF CALCUTTA)

JANGIPARA, HOOGHLY, PIN : 712404
Phone : (03212) 259986

Ref. No........... Dateluvinnnnsnis

it -
C ooy 1 2022 L TEEEN & .
@4 ‘ 1
WL Or mechs
NIRRT preTy % P
} e View

British Library Catalog by

Library of ¢ ongress ataloging-in Publication Data

Names: Deb Barmvur, 1), e
Pithe: Crinical cssavs on ) nglish ar
Dwbay an Dyeb Barmay for vy
Description [ anhan l EN ¥
references and index Sur
af detective fiction: fen
varied aspects of detective [
thoaght from & Postcolon: al
fdentifiers: OO~ 'r‘n.w. sy |
DTRITVIBA9577 (cloth) ISHN 97K Toladusyy
Subjects: LOSH: Detcots o W iy ster [
critcism Detective and e ters .
erliciam. | Detective gand me vhe T Tar ST ' Vi
erilicinm. | Ierective g of myvstery s ' ' z
LOGET: l Herary critivism ] 18
C‘lmifmmkml(ll\ T498. 133 C 748 20020 reee boa
DO 823, 087209 -4 7 3

"T’J—‘(Dm Q‘m ‘“"LVQ«

incinal 8 Secreta )
e Manvtosh Nandy Meiaviayaiays

& "*ﬁkgm.n;rtnshw



MAHITOSH NANDY MAHAVIDYALAYA

(AFFIALIATED TO THE UNIVERSITY OF CALCUTTA)

JANGIPARA, HOOGHLY, PIN : 712404
Phone : (03212) 259886

DatE i
Chapter 6
Contents
Locating The Murder of Roger
Ackroyd in the Tradition
of Detective Fictions
Foreward
Acknowledgments SO'L“‘QV Banerlee
Introduction
Debayun e Burman
BRITISH DETECTIVE FICTION
Chapter 1 From Secrecy fo Know edge Detect
Detectives in Dickens
Kyamalia Batragya . :
chz:;;:;u;:‘: Detective: Witkie Collins's Ty | The history of detective fiction is more than half a century old, yet it is ane

of the most popular and influential of all literary forms in the contemporary

Chapter 3: The Victims of Abuse and Misogyny in Crime Fict world Iis appeal has gone beyond literature to grip other media of mass

Women in Anthur Conan Doyle’s he found of Bk ertertainment. The roots for this appeal far transcend iconography and
and A Study in Scarier fvalve the deep human fascination with mystery and intrigue. To begin with,
Karabi Barman detective fictions were not smmmofmhmcﬂnudm:ywmm
; L Iig . “elusive to any particular age. Every human society and age had its share of
P NG v S P s myseres, crmes, and criminas, And thoores shee predsceaes f G
from Doyle's Return of Sheriock Holme: : v fietion range from the classical plays or biblical stories, 1o stating thas
 Despalt Yadav IM:““D that predates the mmofﬁawmmwm be
Chapter 5: Feminization of the Science of Detection: Ay ¢ detective story, Many of the classical texts, like Sophocles’ Qedipus, or
&i’;m Detective-Partners ' the 01 Testament story of Joseply and his coat of many Mh Gothie
Wh Bovels \I.Il,h as Am w&’: m M im m“!’
ML Duchess” are texts that involve o lot of mystery. But they involve
Chapir 6 Locating The Mirder of Roser ek 1 e v detection and do not have @ detective. Of in ather wonds. in s
of Detective Fictions "H‘thmﬁ.mrmm“‘

Souray Banerjec Tn\-um 10 [ind the culprit, is M,
™ detective fiction.
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Title of the Book: Your Guide to the History of Arabic and its Literature In Question-Answer

YOUR GUIDE TO THE HISTORY OF
ARABIC AND ITS LITERATURE:
N nnmm ANSWER

T Y
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(e Tamamemd Hacoe
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B 1 | o e

CDr. Sk. Md. Ruhul Amin & Dr. Tajammul Haque
Deparument of Arabic

Mahnosh Nandy Mahawidyalaya. Jangipara

Hooghly (Affiliated 1o University of Calcutta), WB, IN 712404
Email: skmdruhulamin786@gmail com

tajammulhaqmu@gmail com

ISBN: 978-93-84141-23-3

Your Guide to the history of Arabic and its literature:
In Question- Answer

By

Dr. Sk Md. Rubul Amin &

D Tajammul Haque

Pages : 152
Edition : 2022
Price : Rs. 180/
Publisher-

ADARSHA PROKASHANI
College Streer. Adarsha Book Stall No 18, Surva Sen Street. Kolkata — 1
Phone: 9830471422

Email: sharfuddinindia@gmaill com
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Name of the Teacher: Dr. Sreyashi Ray Chowdhuri

Title of the paper: Mirroring Cancuki in the Narrative Art of Amaravati: Its Identifications and
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MIRRORING KANCUKIINTHE
NARRATIVE ART OF AMARAVATI: ITS
IDENTIFICATIONS AND INTERPRETATIONS

Srevashi Ray Chowdhuri
AM-22949, Kolkata, West Bengal

Social ustory 1 its diverse mamfestatons has always gained visibility 1n
the an reproductions of India and abroad This meluded the entire mundane
world including the kings, royal personages and the elites, princesses and
her attendants. dancers and musicians, men of other professions, sages and
beggars and above all the representation of common man. However, in
s srticle we will restnet our study 1o the Kancuki, that 1s. the guardian
of the roval apartments of the women in the art of Amaravati and enquire
about their charactenistics, their actions, their relanonship with the royalty
i order 1o unravel a deeper view of the contemporary social milicu. In order
lo mveshigate the above dimension we will focus on art histoncal to field
archaeological material along with textual and epigraphical sources
The word kaiicukr probably owes its ongin to the term ‘kancuka’
(from kanc) that is, a dress fiting close to the upper pant of the body, an
armow and # mal ' According 10 Bhagavar purana Ratnavali' and
Kathasarisagura' 1t is a bodice and a jacket. Another word “kuficnkin® as
mentioned by Bharribari is a person furnished with armour or mail and 1s
wrapped up * According to Abhijnanasakuntalim the “kaicukin ' 1s an attendant
o overseer of 4 chamberlam of the women’s apartments * He cames a danda
in his hand The word ‘kaficukrya’ also means a chamberlain i Nanyasasira”
The term kaicula” means a bodice or jacket. In Amarusitaka “katcultha’
means a bodice * In Buddhasisana “kancuka’ denotes a jacket, an overcoat, an
armour o the sloth of a snake
In Kaupilya's Arthasastra it 1s stated that on gerung up from bed, the
king shall be recerved by troops of women armed with bows. In the second
compartments he shall be received by the kaiwcuki.” the presenter of king's
court the nshnisi, the presenter of king’s headdress, aged persons and other
ttendants of the harem In Kadamhari he 1s an old man with silver hawr and
faltenng voice " In Malavikagnimitram the kaicuki makes preparation of the
dance competition where Milavika will perform." In Vikramorvasivam the
kaicuki gave the iformation that “Sangamaniya moni” has been rescued
from the vulture Kencuks also mentions about the difficulty of his task in the
old age ' The reference of kaicuki is also found in Benisanghara."”
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Women in Environmental Protection : In Lifestyle and Mov,meml

Dr. Prahliad Gain
Assistant Professor, Dept. of Education, Mahitash Nandy Mahavidyalaya (W A )

.

Abstract - Environment and women are closely Introduction :- Since ancient tirmes man s
. s Ao

In fact, there is a biologically inextricoble
the environment and

related separate entity from  nature, bout CONStmrnn
relationsthap  bBotweon himsell an integral part of nature. Therefge. e
women. Traditionally, according to the rules of life, coexistence of man and nature has came Baa
environment is complete with female again and again in Indan literature and mythology

nature
counterpart of

being and woman is also the It can be seen in vanous scriptures of Rigveda rhy

people have imagined the form of gody ang

Nnature. So both women and environment are
flexible beings by biological nature and hence they goddesses by adopting the immense poawes of
are both sensitive and simple minded. From the nature. Again the picture of Shakuntala's jourme,
historical period, deep unity of women and natire to Dushmantagriha in the fourth cnapter of
s observed in  literature Even both  easily ‘"Abhijnanashakuntalam’ was depicted by Kalidase
experience with exploitation - deprivation, neglect a4 being laden with Shakuntala’s estrangement
contempt, and degradation waste Once vupon a time, all the asmimals, trecs wore

Nnurtured in this holy land with filial love But anth

In the tradition of Indian social system

there is 8 particularty significant aspect of the close the passage of time, the forest has been hit agam

association between environment and women. and again.

And that iz that both women and the environment The beginning of this dispute centered

are egqual victims of male domination exploitation around the industrial revolution and urbanization
in the 19th century One city after another has

and injustice - lawlessness in male-dominated
patriarchal societies. Both are equally exploited

oppressed and neglected contempt duo 1o the
perception of male dominance, lust for power, hist
for monay, profit motive, above all egoism and
self . conceit. However, in the era of cvilization

been built. The industrial area has raised its head
The settlement was built by cutting trees. Siwe
then, a gap between nature and fman has been
created somewhere. Our forests, our animals, our
forest-based civilizations —in a word, everything —
were threatened by the exploitation of nature's

progress  and  globalization, this deprivation
oppression is not one- sided abundant resources. But  some  people  still
Women continue to play a positive anag remember the tradition of Tapoban in ancient

sctive role in protecting the health and naturalness india. In their eyves, therefore, development is not
Gpposed 1o the enviromerent, but “ By nform

of the environment and preserving the natural and
with their Fuarturing compatible with the environment that will guide
sorvice. it has even the development of the entire animal kingdom
movements along with human society Thereflore, the talk of
They ‘sustainable development” wr stabile and
environmentally friendly developmient comes back
AL many tunes as human made

environmental  balance
tendencies and maternal
conducted various environmentalist
for the sake of environmental protection.
played a significant role in grotecting the

hawve
ernvirornrnent by O ariring G LTS VR Agtaan arat agtaln
enwvironmentalist  movements against the antl damage s bewn done o nature,
environmental activities such as destruction of envitonmmentalists have stood up in front of it “Hit
Diodiversity, destruction of wetlands, destructian e But not rature,” he sad, "hurt me, bul not
of forests ete Various aspects of it are the subyect nature ~ Even taday, the current of that movement
of discussion in this article continues

The prewent era s purely an era of

Key-Wards - Cnviranmont, Wormen, Environme
environmental  awareness.  The awareness  of

protection, Movements, Awareness
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The Shifting Margins in David

n
A Imaginary Life Ialours

Sourav Banerjee

Fhora I & PaIsaEe '." David Mualout™s Johrma where the
young narrator asks, “Why Australia? What is Australis an-
_-my.uhmtmhn is impossible! Hardly worth  thinking
1™ (52) Jim Davidson has pomnmted out that Malout
aself has commented  that Australia “produces  critiest
riants of Europe™” (267). Maloufl has continued to com .-
ﬂlll the vast majority of Australians are still of Furo-
mz and they belong to Furopean civilisation.
: L he strongly believes that the old concept of view-
w as being only an “ugly® or a ‘second-hand’
sion of Europe ls not correct. For him, it is not merely
rope ‘transported.” but Burope “translated.” So Malout is
; M believer of the so-called “germ theory' of the
d of New World culture. Malout writes from a
Cawwas possibly more unusual an his genera-
d be after the mass immigration to Australia
‘His birth-place has a great bearing on his ob-
the world. There is. he clams, something
* aboul growing up in Australia, a constant
1 one m‘ﬂ have been -uuncu.herc else.” a
Sthat got shut out.” Hence, probably.
‘of Australian culture: he came W0
b e, dit"ﬂenl ssranslations’ of an actual
' cof their own., independent of but
- (SZ). Such awuroness M whe hum
m than others. the H\Ll.nlhf;‘.ll.t"llhi\
[been ‘mranslated’ o Austvalia.
» T i el L
_ _l(‘)!lsﬂt‘t:': ..n‘r.n‘._l‘l‘t rigghmltgenisi Rontgabard
y with the land ang
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