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•Wrote154sonnets

•BornonApril23,1564

•DiedonApril23,1616

•Stratford-upon-Avonwashisbirthplace

•ParentswereJohnandMaryShakespeare

•Hadsevenbrothersandsisters

•SisterJoanwasbornin1558

•Margaretwasbornin1562

•Gilbertwasbornin1566

•JoanIIwasbornin1569

•Annewasbornin1571

•Richardwasbornin1574

•Edmundwasbornin1580

•In1582hemarriedAnneHathaway

•Hewas18whenmarriedandAnnewas26



•Hadeightchildren

•Susannahbornin1583

•Twins,HamnetandJudith,bornin1585

•HisfirstpublishedplaywasHenryVI,PartII

•Wrote37plays

•HewasgoodfriendswithElizabethI,queenduringhislife

•LivedinEnglandduringtheRenaissance

• Was affiliated with a theatre group known as the Lord

ChamberlainsMen

•WroteplaysfortheGlobeTheatre

•WasburiedinStratford

•AfterQueenElizabethIdied,Shakespearelivedduringthereign

ofKingJamesI

•HishousewascalledNewPalace

•DaughterSusannahmarriedDr.JohnHall

•LordChamberlainsMenboughttheBlackfriarsTheatre

•HisCollectiveSonnetswerefirstpublishedin1609

•HisdaughterJudithmarriedThomasQuiney1616

•GrandfathersnamewasRichard

•Grandfatherownedafarm inSnitterfield

•BaptizedatHolyTrinityParishChurchinStratford

•ChildHamnetdiedatageeleven



•ReferstopoetChristopherMarlowe’sdeathinAsYouLikeIt

•FatherJohnShakespearewasgrantedCoatofArmsin1596

•TheGlobeTheatreburneddownin1613,butwasrebuiltin1614

•TheGlobeTheatrewasdemolishedin1644

•TheComedyofErrorsisShakespeare’sshortestplay

•Shortestplayis1770lineslong

•Othellowasoneofthemostpopularofhisplaysthroughoutthe

18thand19th centuries

•TroilusandCressidawasoriginallywrittenasaTragedy

•Containover600referencestobirds

•MayhavetranslatedPsalm 46

•WasknownastheBardofStratford

•FamouspoetJohnKeatskeptabustofShakespearenearhis

deskinhopesthat theplaywritewouldsparkhis

creativity

•TheComedyofErrorswassaidtoinspirerRodgersandHart's

popularmusical,TheBoysfrom Syracuse

•Usedtheworddogordogsover200timesinhisworks

•KingLearwasbanishedfrom theEnglishstageformakingfunof

themonarchyandKingGeorgeIII

•Love'sLabour'sLosthasthehighestpercentageofrhyminglines

ofallofhis plays



• Thereisno record ofAllsWellthatEndsWelleverbeing

performedinShakespeare’slifetime

•Inventedthewordassassination

•NeverattendedaUniversity

•LivedthroughtheBlackDeath

•Sonnetswerepublishedin1609withouthispermission

•Wroteroughlyoneandahalfplaysbetween1589and1616

•Neverpublishedanyofhisownplays,theywereallpublishedby

hisfellow actors

•Didnotdieinpoverty,unlikemanyofhisfellow authorsofthe

time

•PerformedplaysbyplaywriteBenJonson,inadditiontohisown

•PerformedmanytimebeforeQueenElizabethIandKingJamesI

•HadmanyquarrelswithplaycriticRobertGreene

•Hasinstancesofsuicideanunluckythirteentimesinhisworks

•Noneofhisplayswereactedoutbywomen

•Hadanearringinhisleftear

•Villagehegrewupinhadapopulationofover1500peopleand

onlyabout200 houses

•Interestintheatrestartedatanearlyage,hisfathertookhim and

hissiblingsto seetravelingshows

•MarriagecertificatewasissuedonNovember27,1582



•BuriedintheHolyTrinityChurchinStratford-upon-Avon

•Isbelievedtohavediedonhisbirthday

•Wasrumoredtohavecreatedover1,700wordsfortheEnglish

language

•Hasnoactualknownbirth,butbasedonbirthrecordshistorians

believeitwas April23,1564

•OnlytwoauthenticportraitsofWilliam Shakespeare

• Was a popular last name,their were two non-related

Shakespearefamilies

•Wrotehisfirstplaywhenhewas25yearsold

•Wasnotcreditedwithallhiswork,theplayCardeniohasnever

beenrecorded

•Performedinmanyofhisownplays

•OneofthemostidentifiediconsofEngland

•WrotebeforeWebstersfirstpublishedDictionary

• Firstchild,Susannah,wasbornsixmonthsafterShakespeare

andhiswifeweremarried

•ManydidntlikeMacbeth,becausetheywereafraidofwitches

•NooneknowshowShakespearedied

•WasaRomanCatholic

•WhenShakespearewasalive,thetownwascalledStratford,not

Stratford-upon-Avon



• The motto ofthe Globe Theatre was totus mundus agit

histrionem (alltheworld'sastage)

• WasaBaptistwhenhewasborn,butwasaRomanCatholic

whenhedied

•Firstjobwasholdinghorsesoutsidethetheatres

•WroteKingJohnthesameyearhissondied

•Coinedthephrasethebeastwithtwobacks

•Died52

•Lastplayhewrotewas TwoNobleKinsmen

•Onlylefthiswifeabedwhenhedied

•WasmarriedatTempleGraston

•Histombwasinscribedwithacurse

•SomebelieveQueenElizabethwrotesomeofhisplays

•LivedonHenleyStreet

•wroteRomeoandJulietwhenhewasaround30yearsold

•15ofhisplayshadbeenperformedby1597

•Racismspopsupfrequentlyinwork

•Rumoredtocopymanyofhisfamousplaysfrom otherwriters

•ThereisdocumentaryproofthatShakespearewasbaptisedon

26thApril1564,andscholarsbelievethat,inkeepingwiththe

traditionsofthetime,hewouldhavebeenbaptisedwhenhewas



threedaysold,meaningShakespearewasprobablybornonApril

23rd.However,asShakespearewasbornundertheoldJulian

calendar,whatwasApril23rdduringShakespeare’slifewould

actuallybeMay3rdaccordingtotoday’sGregoriancalendar.

•Shakespeare’sparentswereJohnandMaryShakespeare(nee

Arden).JohncametoStratfordfrom Snitterfieldbefore1532asan

apprenticegloverandtannerofleathers.Heprosperedandbegan

to dealin farm productsand woolbeforebeing elected to a

multitudeofcivicpositions.

• Shakespearehadsevensiblings:Joan(b1558);Margaret(b

1562);Gilbert(b1566);anotherJoan(b1569);Anne(b1571);

Richard(b1574)andEdmund(b1580)..

• OneofShakespeare’srelativesonhismother’sside,William

Arden,was arrested forplotting againstQueen Elizabeth I,

imprisonedintheTowerofLondonandexecuted.

•ShakespearemarriedhiswifeAnneHathawaywhenhewas18.

Shewas26andthreemonthspregnantwithShakespeare’schild

whentheymarried.TheirfirstchildSusannawasbornsixmonths

afterthewedding.

•ShakespeareandAnneHathawayhadthreechildrentogether–

ason,Hamnet,whodiedin1596,andtwodaughters,Susannaand

Judith.HisonlygranddaughterElizabeth – daughterofSusanna



– died childless in 1670.Shakespeare therefore has no

descendants.

•Therearemorethan80variationsrecordedforthespellingof

Shakespeare’sname.Inthefew originalsignaturesthathave

survived,Shakespearespelthisname “Willm Shaksp,” “William

Shakespe,”“Wm Shakspe,”“William Shakspere,””Willm Shakspere,”

and“William Shakspeare”.Therearenorecordsofhim everhaving

speltit“William Shakespeare”,asweknowhim today.

•Few peoplerealisethatapartfrom writinghisnumerousplays

andsonnets,Shakespearewasalsoanactorwhoperformedmany

ofhisownplaysaswellasthoseofotherplaywrights.Thereis

evidencethatheplayedtheghostinHamletandAdam inAsYou

LikeIt.

•DuringhislifeShakespeareperformedbeforeQueenElizabethI

and,later,beforeJamesIwhowasanenthusiasticpatronofhis

work.

•Shakespearelivedadoublelife.Bytheseventeenthcenturyhe

hadbecomeafamousplaywrightinLondonbutinhishometownof

Stratford,wherehiswifeandchildrenwere,andwhichhevisited

frequently, he was a well known and highly respected

businessmanandpropertyowner.

•It’slikelythatShakespeareworeagoldhoopearringinhisleft



ear– acreative,bohemianlookintheElizabethan&Jacobean

eras.ThisstyleisevidencedintheChandosportrait,oneofthe

mostfamousdepictionsofShakespeare.

•DuringhislifetimeShakespearebecameaverywealthymanwith

a large propertyportfolio.He was a brilliantbusinessman –

formingajoint-stockcompanywithhisactorsmeaninghetooka

shareinthecompany’sprofits,aswellasearningafeeforeach

playhewrote.

•Shakespeare’sfamilyhomeinStratfordwascalledNewPlace.

ThehousestoodonthecornerofChapelStreetandChapelLane,

andwasapparentlythesecondlargesthouseinthetown

• Sometime afterhis unsuccessfulapplication to become a

gentleman,ShakespearetookhisfathertotheCollegeofArmsto

securetheirownShakespearefamilycrest.Thecrestwasayellow

spearonayellow shield,withtheLatininscription “NonSans

Droict”,or“NotwithoutRight”.

•OnhisdeathShakespearemadeseveralgiftstovariouspeople

butlefthispropertytohisdaughter,Susanna.Theonlymentionof

hiswifeinShakespeare’sownwillis:“Igyveuntomywiefmy

secondbestbedwiththefurniture”.The “furniture” wasthe

bedclothesforthebed.

• Shakespeare’sburialatHolyTrinityChurchinStratfordUpon



Avonisdocumentedashappeningon25thApril1616.Inkeeping

withtraditionsofthetimeit’slikleyhewouldhavebeenburiedtwo

daysafterhisdeath,meaningShakespearelikelydied23rdApril

1616– his52ndbirthday.

• Shakespearepennedacurseforhisgrave,daringanyoneto

movehisbodyfrom thatfinalrestingplace.Hisepitaphwas:

•GoodfriendforJesus’sakeforbear,

•Todigthedustenclosedhere:

•Blestbethemanthatsparesthesestones,

•Andcurstbehethatmovesmybones.

• Thoughitwascustomarytodigupthebonesfrom previous

gravestomakeroom forothers,theremainsinShakespeare’s

gravearestillundisturbed.

•Shakespeare’soriginalgravemarkershowedhim holdingabag

ofgrain.CitizensofStratfordreplacedthebagwithaquillin1747.

•AlthoughitwasillegaltobeaCatholicinShakespeare’slifetime,

theAnglicanArchdeacon,RichardDaviesofLichfield,whohad

knownhim wrotesometimeafterShakespeare’sdeaththathehad

beenaCatholic.

• Duringhislife,Shakespearewrote37playsand154sonnets!

Thismeansanaverage1.5playsayearsincehefirststarted

writingin1589.



• Shakespeare is mostoften referred to as an Elizabethan

playwright,butasmostofhismostpopularplayswerewritten

afterElizabeth’sdeathhewasactuallymoreofaJacobeanwriter.

HislaterplaysalsoshowthedistinctcharacteristicsofJacobean

drama.

•ShakespearehasbeencreditedbytheOxfordEnglishDictionary

with introducing almost3,000 wordsto the English language.

Estimationsofhisvocabularyrangefrom 17,000toadizzying

29,000words– atleastdoublethenumberofwordsusedbythe

averageconversationalist.

• According to Shakespeare professor Louis Marder,

“Shakespearewassofacileinemployingwordsthathewasable

touseover7,000ofthem – morethanoccurinthewholeKing

JamesVersionoftheBible– onlyonceandneveragain.”

• InElizabethantheatrecirclesitwascommonforwritersto

collaborate on writing plays.Towards the end ofhis career

Shakespeareworkedwithotherwritersonplaysthathavebeen

creditedtothosewriters.Otherwritersalsoworkedonplaysthat

arecreditedtoShakespeare.Weknow forcertainthatTimonof

AthenswasacollaborationwithThomasMiddleton;Pericleswith

GeorgeWilkins;andTheTwoNobleKinsmenwithJohnFletcher.

• Shakespeare’slastplay – TheTwoNobleKinsmen – is



reckonedtohavebeenwrittenin1613whenhewas49yearsold.

• TheComedyofErrorsisShakespeare’sshortestplayatjust

1,770lineslong.

•SomescholarshavemaintainedthatShakespearedidnotwrite

theplaysattributedtohim,withatleastfiftywritershavingbeen

suggested as the “real” author.However,the evidence for

Shakespeare’shavingwrittentheplaysisverystrong.

•AlthoughShakespeareisalmostuniversallyconsideredasone

ofthefinestwritersintheEnglishlanguage,hiscontemporaries

werenotalwaysasimpressed.Thefirstrecordedreferenceto

Shakespeare,writtenbytheatrecriticRobertGreenein1592,was

asan“upstartcrow,beautifiedwithourfeathers”.

•SuicideoccursanunluckythirteentimesinShakespeare’splays.

Itoccurs in Romeo and Julietwhere both Romeo and Juliet

commitsuicide,inJuliusCaesarwherebothCassiusandBrutus

diebyconsensualstabbing,aswellasBrutus’wifePortia.

•ThereareonlytwoShakespeareplayswrittenentirelyinverse:

theyareRichardIIandKingJohn.Manyoftheplayshavehalfof

thetextinprose.

• ItislikelythatShakespearewrotemanyplaysthathavebeen

lost.It’scertainthathewroteaplaytitledCardenio,whichhas

beenlost,butscholarsthinkhewroteabouttwentythathavegone



withoutatrace.

•Shakespeare’sshortestplay,TheComedyofErrorsisonlyathird

ofthelengthofhislongest,Hamlet,whichtakesfourhoursto

perform.

• TwoofShakespeare’splays,HamletandMuchAdoAbout

Nothing,havebeentranslatedintoKlingon.TheKlingonLanguage

Instituteplanstotranslatemore!

•TheNationalPortraitGalleryinLondon’sfirstacquisitionin1856

wasthe‘Chandos’portraitofShakespeare,attributedtotheartist

JohnTaylor.It’snow consideredtheonlyrepresentationofthe

writerthathasanyrealclaim tohavingbeenpaintedfrom life.

•IntheKingJamesBiblethe46thwordofPsalm 46is ‘shake’

andthe46thwordfrom theendofthesamePsalm is ‘spear’.

SomethinkthiswasahiddenbirthdaymessagetotheBard,asthe

King James Bible was published in 1611 – the yearof

Shakespeare’s46thbirthday.

• ThemoonsofUranuswereoriginallynamed in 1852 after

magical spirits from English literature. The International

AstronomyUnionsubsequentlydevelopedtheconventiontoname

allfurthermoons ofUranus (ofwhich there are 27)after

charactersinShakespeare’splaysorAlexanderPope’sTheRapeof

theLock.



•ShakespearehadcloseconnectionswithKingJamesI.TheKing

madetheactorsofShakespeare’scompany‘GroomsofChamber’,

inresponsetowhichShakespearechangedthecompany’sname

from the‘LordChamberlain’sMen’tothe‘King’sMen’.Thenew

titlemadeShakespeareafavouritewiththeKingandinmuch

demandforCourtperformances.

•TheRoyalShakespeareCompanysellsmorethanhalfamillion

ticketsayearforShakespeareproductionsattheirtheatresin

Stratford-on-Avon,London and Newcastle – introducing an

estimated50,000peopletoaliveShakespeareperformancefor

thefirsttimeeachyear.

•Shakespeareneveractuallypublishedanyofhisplays.Theyare

known todayonlybecausetwo ofhisfellow actors – John

HemmingesandHenryCondell– recordedandpublished36of

them posthumouslyunderthename‘TheFirstFolio’,whichisthe

sourceofallShakespearebookspublished.

• TheUnitedStateshasShakespearetothankforitsestimated

200 millionstarlings.In1890 anAmericanbardolator,Eugene

Schiffelin,embarkedonaprojecttoimporteachspeciesofbird

mentionedinShakespeare’sworksthatwasabsentfrom theUS.

Partofthisprojectinvolvedreleasingtwoflocksof60starlingsin

NewYork’sCentralPark.



•TheAmericanPresidentAbraham Lincolnwasagreatloverof

Shakespeare’splaysand frequentlyrecited from them to his

friends. His assassin,John Wilkes Booth was a famous

Shakespeareanactor.

•CandleswereveryexpensiveinShakespeare’stimesotheywere

usedonlyforemergencies,forashorttime.Mostwriterswrotein

thedaytimeandsocialisedintheevenings.Thereisnoreasonto

thinkthatShakespearewasanydifferenttohiscontemporaries.

• RumourhasitthatpoetJohnKeatswasso influencedby

ShakespearethathekeptabustoftheBardbesidehim whilehe

wrote,hopingthatShakespearewouldsparkhiscreativity.

• Itwasillegalforwomenandgirlstoperform inthetheatrein

Shakespeare’slifetimesoallthefemalepartswerewrittenfor

boys.The textofsome plays like Hamletand Antony and

Cleopatra referto that.Itwas only much later,during the

Restoration,thatthefirstwomanappearedontheEnglishstage.

• Shakespeare’sGlobeTheatreburntdownon29thJune1613

afteracannonshotsetfiretoitduringaperformanceofHenryVIII.

• TheoriginalGlobeTheatrecametoaprematureendin1613

duringaperformanceofHenryVIII,whenacannonsetlighttothe

thatched roof.Within two hoursthetheatrewasburntto the

ground,toberebuiltthefollowingyear.



• AnoutbreakoftheplagueinEuroperesultedinallLondon

theatresbeingclosedbetween1592and1594.Astherewasno

demandforplaysduringthistime,Shakespearebegantowrite

poetry,completinghisfirstbatchofsonnetsin1593,aged

•‘William Shakespeare’isananagram of‘Iam aweakishspeller’.

•AccordingtotheOxfordDictionaryofQuotations,Shakespeare

wroteclosetoatenthofthemostquotedlineseverwrittenor

spoken in English.What’s more,according to the Literature

Encyclopaedia,ShakespeareisthesecondmostquotedEnglish

writerafterthewritersoftheBible.

•Copyrightdidn’texistinShakespeare’stime,asaresultofwhich

therewasathrivingtradeincopiedplays.Tohelpcounterthis,

actorsgottheirlinesonlyoncetheplaywasinprogress– often

intheform ofcueactingwheresomeonebackstagewhispered

them tothepersonshortlybeforehewassupposedtodeliver

them.

•Shakespeare’sfatherheldalotofdifferentjobs,andatonepoint

gotpaidtodrinkbeer.

Thesonofatenantfarmer,JohnShakespearewasnothingifnot

upwardlymobile.HearrivedinStratford-upon-Avonin1551and

begandabblinginvarioustrades,sellingleathergoods,wool,malt

andcorn.In1556hewasappointedtheborough’sofficial“ale



taster,”meaninghewasresponsibleforinspectingbreadandmalt

liquors.Thenextyearhetookanotherbigstepupthesocialladder

bymarryingMaryArden,thedaughterofanaristocraticfarmer

whohappenedtobehisfather’sformerboss.Johnlaterbecamea

moneylenderandheldaseriesofmunicipalpositions,servingfor

sometimeasthemayorofStratford.Inthe1570shefellintodebt

andranintolegalproblemsforreasonsthatremainunclear.

•*Shakespearemarriedanolderwomanwhowasthreemonths

pregnantatthetime.*

InNovember1582,18-year-oldWilliam wedAnneHathaway,a

farmer’sdaughtereightyearshissenior.Insteadofthecustomary

threetimes,thecouple’sintentiontomarrywasonlyannouncedat

church once— evidence thatthe union was hastily arranged

becauseofAnne’seyebrow-raisingcondition.Sixmonthsafterthe

wedding,theShakespeareswelcomedadaughter,Susanna,and

twins Hamnetand Judith followed in February1585.Little is

knownabouttherelationshipbetweenWilliam andAnne,besides

thatthey often lived apartand he only bequeathed herhis

“second-bestbed”inhiswill.

•*Shakespeare’sparentswereprobablyilliterate,andhischildren



almostcertainlywere.*

Nobodyknowsforsure,butit’squitelikelythatJohnandMary

Shakespeareneverlearnedtoreadorwrite,aswasoftenthecase

forpeopleoftheirstandingduringtheElizabethanera.Somehave

arguedthatJohn’scivicdutieswouldhaverequiredbasicliteracy,

butinanyeventhealwayssignedhisnamewithamark.William,

ontheotherhand,attendedStratford’slocalgrammarschool,

wherehemasteredreading,writingandLatin.Hiswifeandtheir

two children who lived to adulthood,Susannaand Judith,are

thoughttohavebeenilliterate,thoughSusannacouldscrawlher

signature.

•*NobodyknowswhatShakespearedidbetween1585and1592.*

Tothedismayofhisbiographers,Shakespearedisappearsfrom

thehistoricalrecordbetween1585,whenhistwins’baptism was

recorded, and 1592, when the playwright Robert Greene

denouncedhim inapamphletasan “upstartcrow.” Theinsult

suggestshe’dalreadymadeanameforhimselfontheLondon

stagebythen.Whatdidthenewlymarriedfatherandfutureliterary

icon do during those seven “lost” years? Historians have

speculated thathe worked as a schoolteacher,studied law,

traveledacrosscontinentalEuropeorjoinedanactingtroupethat

waspassing through Stratford.According to one17th-century



account,hefledhishometownafterpoachingdeerfrom alocal

politician’sestate.

• *Shakespeare’splaysfeaturethefirstwritteninstancesof

hundredsoffamiliarterms.*

William ShakespeareisbelievedtohaveinfluencedtheEnglish

languagemorethananyotherwriterinhistory,coining—or,atthe

veryleast,popularizing—termsandphrasesthatstillregularlycrop

up in everyday conversation. Examples include the words

“fashionable”(“TroilusandCressida”),“sanctimonious”(“Measure

forMeasure”),“eyeball” (“AMidsummerNight’sDream”)and

“lackluster” (“AsYouLikeIt”);andtheexpressions “foregone

conclusion”(“Othello”),“inapickle”(“TheTempest”),“wildgoose

chase”(“RomeoandJuliet”)and“onefellswoop”(“Macbeth”).He

isalsocreditedwithinventingthegivennamesOlivia,Miranda,

JessicaandCordelia,whichhavebecomecommonovertheyears

(aswellasothers,suchasNerissaandTitania,whichhavenot).

•*Weprobablydon’tspellShakespeare’snamecorrectly—but,then

again,neitherdidhe.*

Sourcesfrom William Shakespeare’slifetimespellhislastnamein

more than 80 differentways,ranging from “Shappere” to

“Shaxberd.” Inthehandfulofsignaturesthathavesurvived,the

Bardneverspelledhisownname “William Shakespeare,” using



variations orabbreviations such as “Willm Shakp,” “Willm

Shakspere” and “William Shakspeare” instead.Howeverit’s

spelled,Shakespeareisthoughttoderivefrom theOldEnglish

words “schakken”(“tobrandish”)and “speer”(“spear”),and

probablyreferredtoaconfrontationalorargumentativeperson.

•*Shakespeare’sepitaphwardsoffwould-begraverobberswitha

curse.*

William ShakespearediedonApril23,1616,attheageof52—not

badforanerawhentheaveragelifeexpectancyrangedbetween

30and40years.Wemayneverknowwhatkilledhim,althoughan

acquaintancewrotethattheBardfellillafteranightofheavy

drinking with fellow playwrightBen Jonson.Despite his swift

demise,Shakespearesupposedlyhadthewherewithaltopenthe

epitaphoverhistomb,whichislocatedinsideaStratfordchurch.

Intendedtothwartthenumerousgraverobberswhoplundered

England’scemeteriesatthetime,theversereads:“Goodfriend,for

Jesus’sakeforbeare,/Todigthedustenclosedhere.Blessedbe

themanthatsparesthesestones,/Andcursedbehethatmoves

mybones.” Itmusthavedonethetrick,sinceShakespeare’s

remainshaveyettobedisturbed.

•*Shakespeareworeagoldhoopearring—orsowethink.*

OurnotionofWilliam Shakespeare’sappearancecomesfrom



several17th-centuryportraitsthatmayormaynothavebeen

paintedwhiletheBardhimselfsatbehindthecanvas.Inoneofthe

mostfamousdepictions,knownastheChandosportraitafterits

onetimeowner,thesubjecthasafullbeard,arecedinghairline,

loosenedshirt-tiesandashinygoldhoopdanglingfrom hisleftear.

EvenbackinShakespeare’stime,earringsonmenweretrendy

hallmarksofabohemianlifestyle,asevidencedbyimagesofother

Elizabethanartists.Thefashionmayhavebeeninspiredbysailors,

whosportedasinglegoldearringtocoverfuneralcostsincase

theydiedatsea.

• *NorthAmerica’s200millionstarlingshaveShakespeareto

thankfortheirexistence.*

William Shakespeare’sworkscontainmorethan600referencesto

varioustypesofbirds,from swansanddovestosparrowsand

turkeys.Thestarling—alustroussongbirdwithagiftformimicry,

nativetoEuropeandwesternAsia—makesjustoneappearance,in

“HenryIV,Part1.” In1890anAmerican “bardolator” named

EugeneSchiffelindecidedtoimporteverykindofbirdmentioned

inShakespeare’soeuvrebutabsentfrom theUnitedStates.Aspart

ofthisproject,hereleasedtwoflocksof60starlingsinNewYork’s

CentralPark.Onehundredtwentyyearslater,thehighlyadaptable

specieshastakenovertheskies,becominginvasiveanddriving



somenativebirdstothebrinkofextinction.

•*SomepeoplethinkShakespearewasafraud.*

Howdidaprovincialcommonerwhohadnevergonetocollegeor

ventured outside Stratford become one ofthe mostprolific,

worldlyandeloquentwritersinhistory?Evenearlyinhiscareer,

Shakespearewasspinningtalesthatdisplayedin-depthknowledge

ofinternationalaffairs,Europeancapitalsandhistory,aswellas

familiaritywiththeroyalcourtandhighsociety.Forthisreason,

some theorists have suggested thatone orseveralauthors

wishingtoconcealtheirtrueidentityusedthepersonofWilliam

Shakespeareasafront.ProposedcandidatesincludeEdwardDe

Vere,Francis Bacon,ChristopherMarlowe and Mary Sidney

Herbert.Mostscholarsandliteraryhistoriansremainskeptical

about this hypothesis,although many suspect Shakespeare

sometimescollaboratedwithotherplaywrights.
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