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PREFACE

The study of the important institutions of the Medieval period
has been attracting increasingly the attention of the students of Medieval
Indian history. The nobility as an institution played a very important
role in the growth, organization. administrative structure, social and
cultural life, and ultimately, the downfall of the Mughal empire.
Without a proper study of the character, organisation, composition and
role of the nobility at various periods, our understanding of many aspects
of the Mughal Empire, and of the forces which ultimately led to its
disintegration. must remain incomplete. In the present work. an
attempt has been made to study the role of the nobility in the downfall
of the Mughal Empire, with special reference to the position of various
cthnic and religious groups in the nobility after the death of Aurangzib,
the basis of the rise and struggle of parties at the court, and the impact
on this struggle of the risc of the Marathas, Jats and other indigenous
clements, and of developments in the field of administration. The
study has been terminated at 1740, as the Mughal empire no longer
commanded an all-India importance after that date, and because the
developments in the subsequent period do not reveal any basically new
features as far as the history of the Mughal Empire is concerned.

A careful study of the political history of the period has
been made by Sir William Irvine in his valuable work the Later
Mughals. -However, Irvine did not concern himself with the
working of the institutions, or the study of the problem of the nobility
during this period. A great deal of fresh material, too, has become
available since the appearance of Irvine’s work. The mass of the
Jaipur Akhbarat which are unusually full upto the year 1719, and the
records in the Peshwa Daftar and the other Marathi records have now
become available to the historian of the period. These records are of
a unique type. They not only supply absolutely reliable chronology
and throw fresh light on a number of important political episodes, but
enable us to study in detail the shifting alliances and affiliations of
individual nobles and the various political groupings of the times, and to
follow many of the highly secret and confidential negotiations between
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them. Much of this information, by its very nature, could not be
available to the chroniclers of the period. The political history of the
period has been studied afresh in the light of these valuable records, since
they throw considerable light on the rise of parties and their politics.
A number of works, such as the letters of Qutb-ul-Mulk ‘Abdulldah Khan
(Balmukand Namah), the Iqbalnamah etc. which were not known or not
available to Irvine have also been utilised for the first time. Advantage
has also been taken of a number of useful monographs dealing with local
history, or the lives of some of thec eminent nobles of the time, e.g.,
Nizam-ul-Mulk Asaf Jah by Dr. Y. Husain, Malwa in Transition by
Mabharajkumar Dr. R. Sinh, Peshwa Baji Rao I and Maratha Expansion
by Dr. V. G. Dighe, The First Two Nawabs of Awadh by Dr. A. L.
Srivastava, ectc.

My grateful thanks are due, first and foremost, to Dr. R. P. Tripathi
who, as the Professor of History at the Allahabad University, inspired me
to devote myself to the study of history, and without whose invaluable
guidance and advice, this work could never have been completed. T am
also deeply grateful to Dr. Banarsi Prasad Saksena for his kind help at
various times, and to Dr. S. Nurul Hasan, Director of Historical Research,
Aligarh University, who gave valuable suggestions to me in revising
my work and preparing it for publication. Mr. S. H. Askari, Patna
College. Bihar, was kind enough to bring to my notice some very
useful material, including the rare manuscript, Balmukand Namah.
I am beholden to the (late) Sir Jadunath Sarkar and to Maharajkumar
Dr. Raghubir Sinh for having allowed me full facilities for the use of
their libraries. 1 am also grateful to the authorities of the Bankipur
Library, Patna; the Rampur Library; the National Library and the
Asiatic Society of Bengal, Calcutta ; the Aligarh University Library, etc.
for giving me facilities for work in their libraries.

Lastly, I must thank my younger colleagues, especially Messrs.
Athar Ali, Noman Ahmad Siddigi and Iqtidar Alam in helping me in
correcting the proofs, checking-up references, and in preparing the Index.
I am also thankful to my various other friends and well-wishers who
have given me help, advice and suggestions at various times.

Aligarh SATISH CHANDRA.
1959
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INTRODUCTION

The eighteenth century in India saw far reaching changes in political
organisation, social institutions and cconomic life and condition. The
Mughal empire which had given a sense of unity to the country for a
century and a half, and led to progressive developments in many different
fields, disintegrated rapidly. The Marétha bid to establish a hegemony
in the entirc country failed, and the British merchant-adventurers
succeeded in laying the foundations of an cmpire of a new type. In
order to understand the historical processes which lay behind these
developments. it is necessary to analyse in detail the social, economic and
political forces working in the seventecenth and cighteenth century India
as well as in the rest of Asia and the Western world.  Till a systematic
study of these aspects is made, our understanding of such important
events as the disintegration of the Mughal empire, the failure of the
Marathas to establish a unified empire, and of the process of develop-
ment in diverse cultural fields must remain tentative and incomplete.

The organisation of the nobility was one of the most important
institutions devised by the Mughal emperors. The functioning of the
administrative system, the due discharge of political and military
obligations by the state, the maintenance of social standards, in fact, the
existence of the Mughal empire itself depended, in a very large measure,
on the proper working of this institution. The necessity of a more
detailed study of the rise, organisation, internal composition and
cvolution of the nobility of the Mughals, and of its impact on Mughal
policies and institutions has been felt increasingly by all serious students
of Medieval history. In the present work, an attempt has been made
to study the role of the Mughal nobility in the empire between the death
of Aurangzib and the invasion of Nadir Shah; the position of ethnic,
regional and religious groups within the nobility : the impact of these
groups upon the parties and politics at the Court, and the attitude of
different sections towards internal elements like the Jats and Marathas.
and external foes like Nadir Shah. The Mughal nobility ceases to play
a dominant role in shaping the politics of the country after the invasion
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of Nadir Shah, rulers of ‘independent’ principalities and the
Maritha sardars occupying a larger part of the stage. During the
period from the invasion of Nadir Shih to the third battle of Panipat
(1761), scarcely any new political issues are introduced. The advance
of the Marathis towards the heart of the empire, the Afghan invasions
from the North-West, the exploitation of ethnic and group rivalries
at the court by powerful individuals and their bid to seize the reins of
authority at the centre—all these are the continuation. and to some
extent, the repetition of the problems of the earlier period. For this
reason, and due to the practical difficulty of dealing adequately with
the voluminous source-material and of tracing the complex currents
and cross-currents of the period in a single work, the present study
has been terminated with the invasion of Nadir Shah (1739).

The Mughal nobility in its institutionalised form was the outcome
of a long process of historical evolution the roots of which may be
traced back to political and economic developments in West Asia
under Islam, the peculiar socio-economic condition of India which
rendered a strong political authority necessary, the experience of the
Turkish Sultans in India, the Turko-Mongol traditions which the
Mughal rulers brought with them into the country. and, finally. the
political genius of Akbar and the circumstances attending his reign.
It is beyond the scope of the present work to attempt to trace even
in outline this complex process of development. The nobility played
an extremely important role in the establishment, expansion and
consolidation of the Mughal empire during the latter half of the
sixteenth and the first half of the seventeenth century. But the successful
working of this institution posed a number of difficult economic and
administrative problems. Apparently, no lasting solution of these could
be devised. and by the end of the seventeenth century the nobility
was face to face with a crisis which took the shape of an acute scarcity
of jagirs. Basically, the crisis was born out of the inability of agricul-
tural and industrial production to cope with the increasing requirements
of the ruling class. Akbar, and later Jahangir and Shih Jahan, had
to face this problem. By the time Aurangzib came to the throne, a
serious situation already existed. Tt was further aggravated by the
numerous wars of Aurangzib—particularly in the Deccan, and the
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extended conflict with the Jats, Marathas, Rajpits, Sikhs etc.  Although
Aurangzib tried a number of devices to solve the political and military
problems, he could not achieve any lasting success, and bequeathed 1o
his successors a tangled and difficult situation.

In order to understand the nature of the problems facing the empire
after the death of Aurangzib, it is necessary to analyse briefly the
character and composition of the ruling classes, their relations with
the king and with the various social and political elements inside the
country, their social and cultural outlook, and their inner tensions and
problems.

1. The Dominant Classes in Medieval Indian Sociery.
(@) The Zamindars

In Medicval Indian society, the elements which were economically
and politically dominant may be said to constitutc two broad classes
one, the various Rajas and chiefs as well as hereditary “landlords”, called
bv early writers Rais and Thakurs, for whom the generic word
“zamindar” is used in later Persian authorities ; and second, the assignees
of revenue called igta'dars, and later, jagirdars. The common feature
of both these social classes was that they lived largely by the appro-
priation of the social surplus produced by the peasant, though there
were important differences in the mode of the appropriation of this
surplus.

The position of the zamindars was, in practice if not strictly in
theory, a hereditary one, and many of them had been in possession of
their estates for a considerable time before the arrival of the Turks in
India. For practical purposes, and in order to stabilise their position
quickly, the early Turkish conquerors allowed most of them to continuc
in their previous situations on condition of their recognising the Turkish
political authority, and paying revenue in various forms for the lands
in their possession. They were also under a general obligation to render
a variety of other services including military service, and aiding the local
authorities whenever called upon to do so.

Inspite of their willingness to “compromise” with the zamindars.
the Turkish, and later the Mughal rulers, found the problem of
establishing a satisfactory relationship with the zamindars or various



Xviil

categories onc of the most difficult and complex problems they were
called upon to tackle.

The zamindars were ever-willing to take advantage of the internal
and external difficulties of the new rulers, or any weakness on the part
of the central or local government, to withhold rcvenue and to
encroach on land belonging to others.! Frequently, they acted as local
tyrants, extorting as much as possible from the cultivators within their
sphere of authority. The peasant was basically in a position of
dependence upon the zamindar, and had gencrally to pay large levies
apart from a more or less fixed sharc of the produce. Not only the
peasant, but even the merchants passing through thc territories of a
zamindar were generally required to pay tolls and cesses which
substantially increased the cost of the transit of goods.?

The Turkish and Mughal rulers attempted, in their own interests,
to create conditions in which greater sccurity of life and property might
prevail, to stabilise and standardise currency and prices and weights
and mecasures, to develop the means of communications, and to limit
the power of the various local elements, specially the zamindars, by
stringent military mcasures. To the extent that they were successful in
doing so, the peasants and the merchants benefited. The process of
political and administrative consolidation implied a dimunition in the
power and authority of the zamindars, although some of the measures

1 Cf. the remarks of Barani (Sir Syed’s ed.) 180; also instructions to §Ebahd’c7rs,
A (N.K., 1893) i 195-6; Sarkar, Mughal Adm., 57-60, 127. The author
of the Ajnapatra, a 17th Cent. political treatise, declares: “They (the
zamindars) are not inclined to live on whatever they posseses, or to act
always loyally towards the King. All the time they want to acquire new
possessions bit by bit and to become strong, and after becoming strong to
seize (land and power) forcibly from some and {o create enmities and
depredations against others.” (As quoted in I.H.C. Proc. V 405).

Sec also Ashub 152; M.U. ii 826.

2 M. Tughlag abolished the non-shari taxes, as also the dutics on foreign
goods coming to India overland. (1lbn Battfitah, Def. et Sang. ed., iii 288).
Firuz takes credit for abolishing 52 illegal cesses (Futuwhui). Sher Shah,
Akbar, Aurangzib etc. repeatedly issued instructions forbidding the levying
of illegal cesses, and specially road-dues (rahddri). This demonstrates the
persistence of such dues. (See Moreland, India at the Death of Akbar, 46-50;
Sarkar, Aurangzeb ili 85).
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indirectly benefited them also. The attempt of the state to ascertain
the real productivity of the soil, to abolish all but the “sanctioned”
cesses, and the restriction of the right of coinage, etc. were resented by
many of the zamindars as measures which affected their political and
economic interests. The stronger zamindars also chafed at the check
imposed by the state on their encroachment upon the territories of
their neighbours. Hence, they attempted in various ways to slow down,
and if possible, even to reverse the process of political integration. This
tussle—now open, now concealed—between the zamindars and the
central authority was a constant feature of Medicval Indian society,
and powerfully influenced the development of many institutions. In areas
such as Rajputana and Bundelkhand, tribal and clan institutions still
had considerable vitality and dominated social consciousness. The
zamindars and the local Rajas in these areas were leaders of their tribe
or clan, and an attempt to curtail their rights and prerogatives was likely
to provoke the opposition of the entire clan brotherhood. 1In other arcas
too, the zamindar was often a tribal or clan chief, and any encroach-
ment upon his customary rights was often regarded as an encroachment
upon the tribal way of life. Thus, apart from the Rijpits. the Jats,
Gujars, Afghans ctc. had also preserved their tribal institutions in a
greater or lesser degree.

The struggle for land (or rather, the social surplus which it
produced) was thus a cardinal feature of Medieval society, and gave
rise to a multiplicity of social, economic and political preblems. The
Turkish and the Mughal rulers attempted to restrict the power of the
zamindars in various ways. Large holdings were sought to be broken
up, sometimes by interposing men of different communities in areas
dominated by one community. Or, zamindars who were considered
to be disaffected or disloyal were replaced.! Simultaneously, a strong
machinery of government was sought to be built at the provincial, sarkar
and pargana level. In Akbar’s time, the highest service was thrown
open to all, and even some zamindars were appointed mansabdars.
Thus, the outlook of the zamindars was sought to be changed.
Nevertheless, the zamindars as a class continued to pose a serious
problem for the administration. In Central India and Rajputana, in

1 Thus, see Manual quoted by Sarkar, Mughal Adm., 64.
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the mountainous areas, and in the Deccan as a whole. they continued

to form a very powerful and numerous group. As the Empire expanded

over these areas, it had to tackle and solve the problems posed by this
powerfully entrenched group: the solutions, or their absence, reacted,
in turn, on other institutions and state policies.

Regional and linguistic sentiments were also sometimes brought
into play. Amir Khusrau had noted and commented upon the popularity
of the regional languages as early as 1317 when he wrote: “There is
at this time in every province a language peculiar to itself, and not
borrowed from any other—Sindhi, Lahori, Kashmiri, Kubari (Dogri of
the Jammu area ?), Dhir Samundari (Kannarese of Mysore), Tilangi
(Telugu), Gujar (Gujarati), Ma’bari (Tamil), Gauri (N. Bengal), Bengal,
Awadh, and Delhi and its environs. These languages ... have from
ancicnt times applied in every way to the common purposes of life.”!

While some regional languages have not been noted, Amir Khusrau’s
observation draws attention to a remarkable development in early
Medieval India, viz. the growth of the modern regional languages.
The sentiment of regional loyalty was bound to be strengthened by this
development. Many other factors contributed to the further develop-
ment of this sentiment. In many of the small principalities which
were set up following the break up of the Tughlaq empire, regional
languages and culture found patronage.2 The Bhakti movement which
developed apace in various areas used the regional languages for the
propagation Qf the new ideas, and attempted to promote social solidarity
by lowering the barriers of caste, and encouraging feasts, fairs etc.

Akbar seems to have taken into account the growth of regional
sentiments in drawing up his provincial boundaries. Many of the
provinces coincided, broadly, with linguistic and traditional divisions,3
although administrative convenience was probably the dominant

1 Nuh Bipihr (LR.A. Series), xxxi, 178-80; Elliot iii 562.

The A‘n (iii 45, Nawal Kishore ed.) enumerates similar divisions.

2 Thus, see D.C. Sen, His!. of Bengali Lit. 9-15, for growth of Bengali under
Muslim kings of Bengal, Hist. of Marathi Lit. by R. Ranade for Marathi in
Deccan states, etc.

3 Jahangir noted in his Memoirs “it is agreed that the boundary of a country
is the place upto which people speak the language of that country.”
(Tuzuk 298).
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consideration. In these provinces, the local elements were, to some
extent, associated with the task of administration, while some of the
governors interested themselves in the promotion of local culture.

The zamindar class appears to have exercised a considerable
influence on the growth of regional sentiments. The inter-play of the
various factors mentioned above, and the utilization of the sentiments of
regional loyalty by zamindars in some areas, created an extremely difficult
situation, to cope with which the maximum of internal cohesion and
elasticity of policy and approach were necessary. These, in turn,
depended upon a number of factors: the capabilities of the monarch,
the vigour, efficiency and morale of the nobility and the army, the
continued support of the broad sections of population etc.

(b) Assignees of Land Revenue—Jagirdars and Others.

Turkish rule resulted in the introduction in North India of a new
social class called the Iqta‘dars, and later, the Jagirdars. The word
‘nobility’ is often applied to these sections, though a more correct word
would be Jdgirdars, since the ‘nobility’ may also be held to include
the indigenous aristocracy i.e. the zamindars, and many others such as
the Shaikhzadas, or the holders of milk or in‘am or madadd-i-mu‘dsh!
who were not directly in the service of the King.

For the purposes of administration and revenue-collection, the.
Turkish conquerors parcelled out the country into tracts called igta‘s
over which they appointed igta‘dars (also called mugti‘). The igta‘dar
was expected to collect the state dues, and to defray the sanctioned
expenses including his personal expenses out of the income. The
position of the jagirdar who came later was essentially the same. From
the income of the jdgir he was expected to maintain a fixed contingent
for the service of the king, and also to meet his own expenses. However,
the jagir was essentially the assignment of revenue, and did not
primarily involve any administrative charge.

The fundamental difference between the position of a zamindar
and that of a jagirdar thus was that the position of the latter was not a
hereditary one, and the jagir could not devolve from father to son,
though a monarch might reward good services by taking a jagirdar's

1 See xx below.
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son into royal servicc and conferring a jdagir upon him. But the son
would be expected to justify his selection by service. A jagir lasted only
as long as a person continued to serve the King. Moreover, it was
frequently changed from one place to another in order to prevent the
growth of local associations on the part of an individual holder. The
grant of a jagir was, in fact, only a means of payment for royal service.
It did not confer any rights in land or claim to a hereditary territorial
position. A jdgirdar could realise his dues directly from the peasants
through village head-men, or in other ways from the zamindars.! But it
should be kept in mind that a jagir was not necessarily an assignment on
land revenue: it was any kind of fixed revenue including customs dues.

Thus, the jagirdars were entirely an official class. They were
dependent for their promotion and advancement, and even for their
economic existence, on the will of the King. While this created more
favourable conditions for the establishment of royal absolutism, such a
development was not reactionary in the peculiar condition of Medieval
Indian society, since it aided the process of integration which could only
proceed under a powerful King.2

Apart from being instruments of political integration, the jagirdars
also became the instruments of a new agrarian policy which was gradually
evolved by the Turkish Sultans, and further developed by Sher Shah and
the Mughal Kings, as political conditions became stabilized, and as they
gained experience of administrative and revenue affairs. The policy was
aimed at augmenting the resources of the state by the improvement and
expansion of cultivation through such measures as the provision of better
facilities of irrigation, the substitution of lower grade crops by higher
grade (generally cash) crops, and by a system of crop rotation. The
officers were expected to take steps to bring virgin land under cultivation.
Peasants were encouraged by means of remission of revenue for breaking

1 Lands held by the jigirdars and by the zamindars did not form two separate
categories. See Wagqa i Sarkar Ajmir, Aligarh Uni. Ms., 88 et passim.;
Nigar Namah-i-Munshi, Aligarh Uni. Ms..

2 Of. the remarks of Bernier 85. Bernier fails to understand the Medieval
Indian reality, and argues that the absence of a hereditary landed aristocracy
made for despotism and arbitrariness by the Kkings, and oppression by the
jagirdars who had no local intetests,
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up uncultivated soil, loans (tagavi) were advanced for the purchase of
secd-grains etc. and for restarting production--especially in the wake of
natural calamities like floods, drought etc.! While none of these
measures were new, their cumulative effect when applied on a large scale
by an efficient and carefully supervised administrative machinery was
by no means negligible. Moreover, the jagirdars were made to realize
that unless they developed and extended cultivation in their respective
charges, they would be hard put to it to make the two ends meet, or at
any rate, to live comfortably.?

Although the jagirdars formed an entirely official group which was
technically open to all, in practice they were an clite group strongly
wedded to the principle of nobility of birth. Thus, absence of a noble
lineage was considered a disqualification for royal service, and especially
for high officc. Extravagant respect was paid to those supposedly
connected by blood to some royal family, or to some famous Sheikhs,
or to the Prophet himself.

Like the zamindars, the jagirdars also regarded land as the main
source of wealth and power. In normal times. a jagir was preferred
to cash stipends. Cash stipends frequently involved inordinate delays
in payment, and it could be hoped that given a good jagir in a settled
area, the actual realisation would be greater than its facc value.
The maroeuvering for productive and casily manageable (sair hasil)
jagirs was one of the important pre-occupations of the nobles and their
agents at the Court.

Inspite of differing in many respects from the zamindars in their
political and economic outlook, the jdgirdars could not rise above their
feudal environment.® Rather, their deep-seated aspiration continued
1 See specially Tripathi, Some Aspects of Muslim Adm., 277-337, for the

evolution of this policy from the time of M. Tughlaq to Akbar.

Subsequent Mughal sovereigns continued to lay great stress on agricultural

improvement. See Jahangir Tuzuk 7 in particular farman of Aurangzib to

Rasikh Das Krori (translated by Sarkar, Mughal Adm., 214-224).

2 Cf. the controversy between Shah Jahan and Prince Aurangzib regarding
the financial demands of the latter as the Viceroy of the Deccan, and Shah
Jahan’s reply. (Aurangzeb, i 183-88).

3 The word ‘feudal’ has been used in the generic sense of indicating a society

dominated by landed elements, i.e. by those who derive their income primarily
[continued]



XXiv

to be to set up as a full-fledged feudal class, and to convert their jagirs
into hereditary estates. This aspect came to the surface in times of
stress or when a weak monarch ascended the throne. Thus, the nobility
played a dual or a dialetical role, being a factor of integration at one
time, and of disintegration at another.

Apart from the zamindars and jagirdars, there was another morc
or less numerous class in Medieval Indian society which also lived by
appropriating the social surplus produced by the peasant. This included
various village officials who were generally hereditary. These stood
midway between the cultivator and the zamindar, partaking of some of
the characteristics of both. Apart from these, there were various petty
assignees of land-revenue such as the holders of waqf, in‘am, milk,
madadd-i-mu‘ash cte. In practise though nor in theory, their positions
also tended to be hereditary and they appear to have become somewhat
like petty zamindars. Though not very important politically, the large
body of petty assignees formed a lower stratum to the nobility, and
served as a recruiting ground for the latter. It also served as a link
between the ruling classes and the masses. Many of these assignees
settled down in the neighbourhood of their assignments in small towns
or gasbahs which became a meeting ground for the culture which the
Turkish rulers brought with them, and Indian culture in its local aspect.

The power and importance of the zamindars and jagirdars rested
not only on the financial and military resources at their disposal, but
also on the fact that there were no other social forces to challenge their

from the surplus produced by the peasant. Althcugh there are many

differences between Indian and European feudalism, this feature might be

considered as common to both.

Cf. Kosminski’'s definition of feudalism as:

“1. A special type of landed property which was directly linked with the
exercise of over-lordship over the basic producers of society, the peasants,
though of course with considerable variation in the degree to which
that over-lordship might be <xercised.

2. A special type of class of basic producers with a special connection with
the land—which remained, however, the property of the ruling class of
feudal lords.”

(Studies in the Agrarian Hist. of England, Oxford 1956, p. VI). See also

W. C. Smith, Modern Islam in India, 337.
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position. The peasantry, because of the peculiar organisation of the
village economy, was immersed in narrow routine, unable to view
the community as a whole and aloof from the affairs of the government.
The pattern of the village economy in which local needs tended to be
met bv and large by local production, also limited the development of
the industrial and commercial sections, and made them largely dcpen:dcm
on the patronage of the monarchs and the jagirdars and zamindars.
Although the expansion of trade and industry following the political
integration of Northern India led to the growth of the mercantile and
business community-—specially during the seventeenth century,! the
contribution of trade and industry to the total wealth of the country
could not comparc favourably with land-recvenue. Thus, the business
community could not develop to the point where it could play a
significant political role.

I1. The Organisation, Character and Composition of the Nobility.

Before the time of Akbar, the nobility lacked definite organisation.
During the Sultanat period, the territorial nobility or zamindars were
excluded from the list, and hence, the Hindus had little to do with the
nobility. Humayun made an eclaborate classification. He divided the
Court into threc sections, and each section into twelve grades.? In this
way, a definite order of precedence was established within each section.
However, it is not clear to what extent this order of precedence was
actually followed and whether there were any definite privileges
associated with the various grades.

While the famous mansabdari system which Akbar instituted was
not entirely new, mansabs having been awarded even by some of the
earlier rulers, Akbar gave the system a definite order and form, and
introduced a number of new elements in it. He classified the nobles

1 There is plenty of evidence about the growth of urban communities during
the 16th and 17th centuries. See in particular Palsaert, Jahangir's India
(Moreland), 7, 46; Fitch, The First Englishman in India (Locke), 180;
Thevenot, Travels (Sen), 44-46, 96 et passim. :

Cf. W. C. Smith's article “The Mixghal Empire and the Middle Class”
(Islamic Cul, (1944), 349-63).

2 Khwandamir, Quniin-i-Humdyuni, 132-33, Ishwari Prasad, Humayun,

(1955), 53-56.
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into grades depending on the number of sawars to be maintained by
them, the lowest rank being 10, and the highest 5,000. However, the
mansab soon became merely an index of rank, status and salary, unrelated
to the number of sawars to be maintained. Generally those holding the
mansab of 1000 and above were classified as amirs, though sometimes
mansabdars of 500 and below were also included in the category of
amirs. A numbcr of modern writers have used the word amir for all
categories of mansabdars. But it seems clear that the contemporary
writers generally used the word amir only for the higher mansabdars,
the small mansabdars and the zamindars being treated as separate
groups.

The number of grades could be increased or varied by a process of
sub-division. Thus, the upper limit was raised to 7,000 in the later
years of Akbar’s reign, and subsequently, ranks of even 8,000 were
granted. Further sub-divisions were made by the introduction of
scparate zatr and sawdr ranks, and by the introduction of di-aspah
sih-aspah categories, etc. The crux of the system was the fixing of a
definite salary for cach mangab and for the number of sawars. Out of
this salary, the holder was required to meet his personal expenses and
also to maintain a definite number of horsemen and a transport corps
of camels, carts etc. The salary could be either in cash, or in the form
of a jagir, or partly in cash and partly in jagir.

The introduction of the idca of definite salaries subtly changed
the nature of the nobility. The nobles now came to be regarded as the
paid servants of the King. Thus, a further stcp was taken in the
bureaucratization of the nobility. However, it would be misleading to
draw a parallel between the nobility of the Mughals and a modern paid
bureaucracy. The emoluments enjoyed by the nobles, especially in the
upper ecleons, were very high. They tended to dominate not only in
the political but in the economic field as well; they retained the
characteristics of a ruling class while acquiring some of a civil service.

The mansabdari system not only established a definite order of
precedence among the nobles, but led to the gradual evolution of definite
conventions regarding pay, promotion, privileges etc. Offices at the
Court or in the provinces often carried extra allowances, or well-
recognised perquisites. Or, the King might grant additional allowances
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as a special mark of favour, and to meet local exigencies. Besides this,
there were other honours such as titles, the use of kettle-drums and
banners etc. which the king used as rewards for service and as a mark
of favour. These honours were greatly valued by the nobles, and there
was often a keen contest for them.

Like most ruling groups, the nobility of the Mughals was to some
extent self-perpetuating, so that the son of a nobleman found it easier
to enter the service of the king than an outsider. But it was not a closed
corporation. The Mughal Emperors regarded nobility of birth as an
important qualification, but merit and learning were even more
important, and men of humble origin could and did rise to the highest
offices. Even writers, professional artists, and lower administrative
officials were sometimes granted mansabs. Apart from the Rajputs, a
small number of zamindars belonging to different areas such as the
Bundelas, hill Rajas, Jats etc. also found admission to the ranks of the
mangsabdars. Generally speaking, all entrants, irrespective of their
ancestry, had to work their way up from the lower grades, promotion
depending mainly on merit. It was thus very different from a typical
tribal or territorial aristocracy (i.e. the zamindars), and the hereditary
feudal nobility of Medieval Europe where the son automatically
succeeded the father in his titles, rank, possessions and sometimes even
the office.!

The Mughals never showed much predilection for ethnic, national
or clan exclusiveness. The nobility of Babar and Humayun included
Tranis, Tardnis, Uzbeks and even Afghans—though the latter two were
considered the chief enemies of the Mughals. Indian nobles, i.e. those
who were the descendents of earlier immigrants from West and Central
Asia, or were Indian converts to Islam, seem also to have found employ-
ment at the Mughal Court from the very beginning. At first, the nobles
had little sense of loyalty to the Timurid dynasty, and hardly any
common traditions or sense of common purpose. Some of the more
ambitious among them dreamt of displacing the Timurids, and rose in
rebellion. Akbar’s essential humanism and generosity, high sense of
purpose and personal magnetism, coupled with his unfailing success in

1 The hereditary rajas were given a mamsab on succession to the gaddi
Further promotions had to be earned.
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the field of battle gradually won the devotion and loyalty of the nobility,
and created a definite tradition. But Akbar was not satisfied with this.
By means of the mansabdari system he sought to weld the various
hetrogenous elements into an organised and harmonious whole, so that
the nobility could become an efficient and dependable instrument of
the royal will.  Akbar seems to have desired that the various ethnic,
national and religious groups in the nobility should be so balanced that
the king did not become dependent on any one section, and enjoyed
the maximum freedom of action. Akbar’s alliance with the Rajputs
was prompted in good measure by a desire on his part to counter-balance
the power of a section of the old nobles in whose loyalty he did not
have full confidence. However, the alliance gave the Rajpits oppor-
tunities for distinction and advancement which they could scarcely have
secured otherwise. The alliance with the Rajputs was maintained and
even sought to be extended by Jahangir and Shah Jahan, and came to
be regarded as one of the corner-stones of Mughal policy. The
Rajpiits had formed the ruling class of Northern India before the
advent of the Turks. Apart from forming the ruling dynasties in
Rajputana, large numbers of Rajpiit zamindars were scattered all over
North India. The importance of an alliance with the Rajputs was thus
far greater than that of an adjustment with some locally influential Rajas.
It constituted a long and significant step towards the evolution of a
composite ruling class consisting of both Muslims and non-Muslims.

The principle of balancing the various ethnic and regional groups
was also sought to be applied by Akbar to the contingents that the
mangsabddrs were required to maintain. In the initial phase, the
contigents of a large number of the mansabdars consisted of tribal levies.
or their clansmen and fellow country-men. Gradually, definite rules and
conventions were developed regarding the composition of a noble’s
contingent. While some Mughals and most Rajpit nobles continued
to maintain contingents exclusively of Mughals or Rajpiits, mixed
contingents scem to have gradually become the usual feature.! Thus,
the forces making for tribal, national and sectarian exclusiveness were
dealt a blow.

The reputation of the Mughal Emperors as generous patrons of

1 Cf. Irvine, Army of the Indian Mughals, 206,
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learning and administrative talent, and of their being remarkably free
from narrow racial or sectarian prejudices attracted to their Court able
and ambitious men from many countries. Most of these men came
from the neighbouring countries of Irdn, Tardn and Afghanistan, though
a few came from more distant lands like Turkey, Egypt, Abyssinia
and even Arabia. Some of the new-comers were remarkably able
people, and rose to occupy the highest offices in the state. There can
be little doubt that the influx of these men broadened the field from
which the Mughal Emperors could choose men for the royal service.
However, it would be misleading to over-emphasise the position of these
new-comers in the administrative service, or to imagine that they were
considered indispensable in any way. The Mughal Emperors, as has
been emphasised earlier, were deeply attached to the aristocratic
principle, and when a representative of some noble family of Iran or
Tardn, or someone who had held high office in a neighbouring
kingdom came to the court—sometimes in consequence of a political
upheaval, or to flee from personal or sectarian persecution—they
welcomed him and appointed him to a suitable mansab. Similar
consideration was extended to ancient families among Indian Muslims
and Rajputs. But further promotion generally depended largely on merit,
although individual connexions, intrigue, etc. inevitably played a part.
No systematic study has as yet been made of the position of the
different ethnic, national (or regional) and religious groups in the nobility
of the Mughals at various periods. Some modern writers have divided the
nobility into “foreigners” and “Indians”, indentifying the former with the
Mughals, and the latter with the Hindustanis and the Rajputs. But such
a division seems to be of doubtful validity for the seventeenth century.
The word Mughal was loosely used to denote those who had recently
come to the country from Irdin and Tiran.! However, the Mughals were

1 The Mughals spoke Persian with an accent, and were also generally

more fair-skinned than the Indians. For this reason, many Indians took
Kashmiri wives, so that their children might pass off as Mughals. (See
Bernier 3).
Cf. alsc the remark of Bernier (p. 212) that the Mughal wmara were
“adventurers who entice one another to the Court.” Bernier generally paints
in an unfavourable light many of the Mughal institutions which he failed
to understand. His remarks on these matters have therefore to be treated
with caution.
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not the representatives of any foreign power which had its economic and
political interests outside the country. Once they joined the Emperor’s
service, they made India their home, and hardly kept any contact with the
land of their birth. One of the conditions of service was that they should
bring their wives and children to the country. Since service generally
lasted till death, there was no question of returning to the country of their
birth after retirement. Large numbers of the so-called Tranis and
Tirdnis had lived in the country for one generation or more.! They
were thus wholly different from the English civil servant in India.
Culturally, too, the Mughal nobles did not form any distinctive group.
Like the other immigrants at the Mughal court, they rapidly adopted
the language and the manners and customs prevelent at the Court. They
married in the country, and assimilated the culture which had
been gradually developed at the Mughal Court and was widely
prevalent among the upper and to some extent even among the lower
classes all over Northern India, and which had also influenced many
parts of South India. The policy of the Mughal Emperors was to give
respect and honour to the Mughal nobles and to all deserving immigrants,
but to resist their claims to a superior or dominating position. Likewise,
the ‘Arabs, Riamis, Uzbeks etc. who came to the country also rapidly
assimilated the culture of the Mughal Court. However, some of the
new-comers assumed at times an arrogant attitude, and adopted an air
of superiority in relation to things Indian and the other sections among
the nobles. The Mughal nobles prided themselves as belonging to the
original home of the Emperors, and claimed by implication a special
status. The ‘Arabs, Rimis etc. also claimed a privileged status.2
Contemporary writers recognised the existence of numerous sub-
regions in India, these being geographical and also, to some extent,
cultural units. Thus, reference is made to Gujariti, Kashmiri, Deccani
and Hindustani nobles. In most of these regions, there were a number
of clearly recognisable communities or clans in existence which are
often mentioned as separate entities. Thus, the term Deccani included
Afghans, Mardthas, Habshis, etc. living in the Deccan. The term Gujarati
included the Afghans as well as native converts living in Gujarat.

1 Thus, see Aurangzib's remark about Irinis “whether born in wildyat or in
Hindustan.” (Ahkam 39).
2 Cf. the remarks in Khazinah-i~Amirah, 186.
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However, regional consciousness was not sufficiently developed to
overcome the particularism of different clans, and of communal or
ethnic groups. Hence, contemporary writers designate nobles by the
regions from which they originally came or in which they settled down,
as well as by their ethnic or clan group. Regional consciousness
seems to have been more developed in some areas such as Bengal, Gujarit
and parts of the Deccan, and less developed in the North-West India.
The Mughals, Afghans, (as also the Jats) etc. living in this area continued
to be designated separately, while the word Hindustani tended to be used
in the sense of the other Muslims settlers or converts belonging to
modern U.P., Punjab and Rajasthan. But it would not be correct to
imagine that these various groups had separate interests of their own or
formed distinct entities, a good deal of co-mingling of blood having
taken place, and many of the Mughal and Afghan immigrants having
largely identificd themselves with those who had lived in the country
for generations or were converts.

The terms applied to the various sections in the nobility are thus
somewhat misleading. One cause of the confusion of terms apparently
was that the earlier tribal or clan concepts were gradually giving place
to a territorial or regional (though not yet a national) concept, the
process being in different stages of development in different areas.

By the second half of the 17th century, the only group among the
Indian Muslims which retained the tribal-clan structurc to any consider-
able degree were the Afghans. The abiding weakness of the Afghans
was their lack of tribal unity, so that it was impossible for them
to make a united stand against the highly organised armies of the
Mughal Emperors. However, the Afghans continued to be a restless
element which could create difficulties at the local level. They
were found ever willing to throw in their lot with local rebels or to
support ambitious adventurers. The policy of the Mughals was to be
wary of the Afghans, but not to deny them mansabs or employment.
Large numbers of Afghans gradually found employment in the Mughal
armed forces. But Afghan nobles remained few in numbers. Afghan
nobles wiclded considerable power at the Bijapur and Golkonda courts.
With the annexation of Bijapur and Golkonda, many of these Afghans
lost their pre-eminent positions, and hence, felt somewhat dissatisfied.
However, there was nothing like an Afghan party at the Court.
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Culturally, too, the Afghans did not form a separate group, hardly any
differences remaining between them and the others on this score.

The Rajputs who formed a regional as well as a tribal-clan group
had shown themselves even less capable than the Afghans of over-
coming their tribal-clan disunity. Nor did they have the advantage
of numbers. But their traditional position as rulers and leaders
of Hindu society gave them a special status which Akbar was quick
to recognize. As a special mark of confidence, the Rajputs were
deputed to guard the royal haram, a position which they continued to
enjoy throughout the seventcenth and the eighteenth centuries.
The Rajputs were also valued as doughty warriors. The actual
number of Rajputs in the nobility was never large, but gifted
individuals like Man Singh, Jai Singh and Jaswant Singh rose to
the highest ranks, giving to the Rajputs an importance and lustre far
greater than what they might have otherwise attained. The Bundelas,
like the Rajputs, also were a tribal-clan cum regional group. But for
various historical reasons, they could not attain a position comparable
to that of the Rajputs till well into the eightcenth century.

As the Empire expanded towards the Deccan, many Mardthas
also entered the royal service. The problem of assigning to the Marathas
a position which would accord with their aspirations and importance
and which would not, at thc same time, upset the internal balance in
the nobility or unduly strain the resources of the empire, proved a
difficult one, and became a factor in the organisation and growth in
Maharashtra of a movement aimed at regional independence. There
may have been some dissatisfaction in some other rcgions also at the
status and position accorded to local elements in the nobility of the
Mughals. In a big country like India, with a considerable sense of
particularism in different areas, and with sub-regional languages and
cultures, the existence of such sentiments would be easy to understand.
Nevertheless, no strong movements aimed at regional independence
developed, with the exception of Mahirashtra and partially the Punjab,
till political developments and socio-economic factors had shattered
the fabric of the empire, and led individual nobles to nurse the ambition
of carving out separate principalities for themselves. '

Religious and sectarian differences also affected the nobles.
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Thus, among the Muslims there were Shi‘ahs and Sunnis. Sectarian

controversy and bitterness between the two sometimes ran fairly high.

Shi‘ahs were often identificd with Iréinis, there being a widespread belief

that most of the Irdni nobles were secretly Shi‘ahs.! However, it is difficult

to test the validity of this assumption, there being many Sunnis among
the Irdnis also. Aurangzib disliked Shi‘ism strongly, and we are also
told that for this reason he harboured a deep-seated distrust of the Irani
nobles. However, this allegation is of doubtful validity, for Aurangzib
accorded some of the highest and most important offices to nobles of

Irani extraction.2 The Irdnis were supposed to be very intelligent and

good administrators, just as the Hindustanis were supposed to be brave

to the point of foolhardiness, the Mughals firm and resilient, ctc.?

Relations between the Hindu and Muslim nobles seem to have been
cordial on the whole, though most of the Hindus adhered strictly to
caste restrictions regarding dining and inter-marrying etc.

The nobility of the Mughals, although it suffered from a number of
internal weaknesses, was on a broad view, a remarkable institution which
welded into a homogenous and harmonious whole men belonging to
different regions and tribes, speaking different languages and professing
different religions, and with differing cultural traditions. The Mughals
succeeded in imbuing the nobles with a sense of common purpose and
loyalty to the reigning dynasty, and in imparting to them a distinctive
cultural outlook, and in creating traditions of high efliciency and
cndeavour in administration. 1t was, thus, a definite factor in securing
for a century and a half a remarkablc degree of unity and good ‘govern-
ment in the country.

During the later part of the seventeenth and in the early part of
the eighteenth century, stresses were placed on the nobility which,

1 Cf. Tavernier (ii 177): “. .they (i.e. the Persians) themselves to please the
King and advance their own fortunes, made no scruple about conforming
themselves externally to the cult and customs of the Sunnis.”” See also
Ahkam 70.

2 Although Aurangzib disliked the Shi‘ah tenets, and on occasions even
referred to the Shi‘ahs as “rGfizis” and “gul-i-biyabant”’, he did not apparently
allow his public judgement to be clouded by these considerations. Also, sce
pP. 9 below.

8 Ahkam 8, 39, 52. For Aurangzib’s remarks regarding the Deccanis, see

Ahkdm 31. Many of these opinions, it is obvious, represent the prejudices
of some of the sections at the Mughal court.
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combined with its internal weaknesses, led to growing factionalism in
the nobility and disrupted the cmpire. We must now turn our attention
to a rapid survey of these developments.

It Stresses Operating on the Nobility
(@) Political Problems

Among the first to come in conflict with the Mughal state during
the time of Aurangzib werc the Jats who rose in rebellion near Mathura
in 1669. The uprising rapidly spread to the neighbouring districts
and at its height there were more than 20,000 men, mostly
Jat peasants, under arms. The hastily constituted peasant levies put
up a desperate resistance and won a number of initial successes against
the Imperial forces. At last, Aurangzib himself marched against
the Jats at the head of a large army, and defcated them after heavy
fighting. It is said that 4,000 Mughal soldiers also fell on the field.
Mopping up operations continued for more than a year.!

The Jat uprising is generally ascribed to the oppression of local
faujdars  and religious persecution.  About the former there can be
little doubt. The faujdar of Mathura, ‘Abd-un-Nabi, amassed a fortune
of 30 lakhs by illegal exactions.2 The question of religious persecution
is not so clear. A temple at Agra was reported destroyed in 1661-62,
but the famous temple of Vishwanath built by Bir Singh Deva Bundela
was not destroyed till after the uprising.3

Sporadic trouble continued. In 1686, there was a second uprising
of the Jats. This time, the Jats were better organised, and it was not
tilt 1691 that the Kachchhwiaha chief, Bishan Singh, succeeded in
crushing the uprising. As the Jat rebellion progressed, it became less
a pcasant uprising and more a movement of local chiefs against rival
zamindars and for the acquisition of plunder. Although a Jat state
could not be set up in the time of Aurangzib, the growth of the power
of the Jat chiefs prepared the ground for such a devclopment later on.

The growing mood of resistance and defiance was also demonstrated
by the Satnami uprising in 1672. Though described by the author of
the Ma'asir-i-Alamgiri as “a gang of bloody, miserable rebels, gold-

1 M.A. 92-94, Aurangzeb iit 335-36.

2 M.A. 83.
3 Aurangzeb iii 291.
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smiths, carpenters, sweepers, tanners and other ignoble being”,! the
Satnamis were mostly peasants who formed a religious brotherhood.
They did not observe distinctions of caste and rank, and followed a
strict puritanical code of conduct. They made no difference between
Hindu and Muslim.2  Once again, local officials failed to cope with
the situation. Aurangzib marched at the head of an army, and with
the help of the Rajput Rajas and local zamindars, crushed the Satnamis.

The clash between Aurangzib and the Sikhs began in 1675 with
the execution of Guru Tegh Bahadur. There had been occasional
conflicts between the Mughals and the Sikhs since the time of Jahangir.
But these had not resulted in any definite breach between the Sikhs
and the Mughals. The early relations of Aurangzib with the Guru had
been quite normal, the only distracting factor being the struggle for
succession in the Guru’s own family. The final cause of the rupture
is not clear. According to Sikh tradition itself, it was due to the
intrigues of the Guru’s rival, Ram Rai, who charged him with temporal
ambitions (the Guru was called “Sachcha padshah™), and the Guru's
protest against the forcible conversion of Hindus in Kashmir.3 But
some later writers mention another cause, viz. that the Guru had
allied himself with a Muslim fagir, Hifiz Adam, a follower of Shaikh
Ahmad Sirhindi, and that the two were laying waste the whole province
of the Punjab ¢

Under the leadership of Guru Govind, the Sikh uprising devcloped
into an attempt to set up a Sikh state in the Punjab hills. This led
to a clash with the hill Rajas and provided the background for the
establishment (about 1699) of the Khalsa or military brotherhood.
While the Khalsa was to be an instrument of resistance to oppression of
all kinds. it implied at the same time the goal of founding a state ruled
over by the Guru. The step was opposed by a section of Sikhs who
wished to adhere to the basically non-political and universal character of
the early movement, and who also disliked the establishment of a new

1 M.A. 114-15. See also W. C. Smith’s article, “Lower Class Rising in the
Mughal Empire,” Islamic Culture 1946, pp. 21-40. The author fails to note
the role of the landed-classes in many of the uprisings, and the resulting
contradictions in the movements.

2 See Tara Chand, Influence of Islam, 192-94.

See I. B. Bannerjee, “Evolution of the Khalsa”, ii 55-62.

Biyar 401. See also Cunningham, Hislory of the Sikhs, 64.
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pahul or ritual by the guru which abolished caste and identified the
gurudom with the Khalsa.l

By themselves, neither the Jat uprisings nor the Sikh attempt to
found an independent state, were sufficiently serious to pose a real
danger to the Mughal empire. But they exemplified a growing spirit
of resistance and assertiveness by various sections and communities.
These movements adversely affected the Imperial prestige and were
apparently regarded by Aurangzib as part and parcel of Hindu
disaffection against the state, although the Rajpiits and the hill Rajas
of the Punjab, as also the bulk of the peasantry in the Indo-Gangetic
plains, had remained aloof from them. Hence, they tended to accentuate
the general spirit of animosity and discord between sections of the Hindu
and Muslim communities.

The breach with the Rathor and Sishodia Rajpits following the
death of Jaswant Singh in 1679 was of far greater immediate concern
to Aurangzib than cither the Jat or the Sikh uprisings.

The exact motives of Aurangzib in the dispute are not quite clear.
It has been suggested that he wanted to punish the Rajpits for the
support given by Jai Singh and Jaswant Singh to Dara in 1656. But
such a course does not accord with Aurangzib’s treatment of these two
chiefs or other supporters of Dara during the intervening years. Nor
does Aurangzib seem to have desired the annexation of Jaswant’s state.
A more plausible view seems to be that Aurangzib simply desired
greater control over the internal affairs of the state and, perhaps, over
the Rajpiits as a whole. The Emperor’s march to Jodhpur seems to
have been inspired by the fear of local complications by the relations
of Jaswant Singh.2

A detailed critique of Aurangzib’s Rajput policy is hardly relevant
to our purposes. That it was fraught with grave dangers and promised
few tangible returns seems undeniable. The Raijpiits had not shown
themselves disloyal, and the unsympathetic treatment meted out to the
descendants of an old and distinguished chief was bound to cause serious

1 Cf. 1. B. Banneriji, loc. cit., if 120-22.

2 Ishwardas (Add. 23,884, f. 75a). ‘“At the death of the Maharaja every
Rajput in Marwar out of the proud ambition of asserting his leadership got
ready to create disturbance and mischief.”

Also, see Note at end of Chapter,
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disquiet to the others. Aurangzib had thus embarked upon a dangerous
policy, and when the Rajpiit chiefs defied his authority by fleeing from
the court with the son of Jaswant Singh, he decided to go whole
‘hog and to try and crush Rajpiit resistance to his plans. Hence, Inder
Singh was deposed and Jodhpur taken under direct imperial control.l
The war against the Rathors soon expanded into a war against the
Sishodias of Mewar also.

Although an agreement with the Sishodias was patched up in 1680
and, at the same time, the promise of restoring Ajit Singh to mangab
and raj when he came of age reiterated,2 hostilitics with the Rathors
continued. In 1698, an agreement was concluded with Ajit Singh
restoring him to the gaddi, but Jodhpur city remained under the control
of the Imperialists as a guarantee of good behaviour on his part. This
did not satisfy Ajit Singh who did not adhere to the treaty and kept
Rajputana in a disturbed condition.

The Rathor uprising should not be regarded as constituting a breach
between the Mughal Emperor and the Rajputs as such, for the
Kachchhwahas, Haras etc. continued to serve the Mughal empire. Nor
was the material damage to the Mughal empire very large. Its
importance lay rather in as much as it constituted a definite set-back
to the attempt to establish a composite ruling class consisting of various
elements among the Muslims and the Hindus in the country. Tt thus
strengthened the forces of separatism among the Hindus and the
Muslims. In the second place, the absence of a powerful Rajpit
section in the nobility ultimately made negotiations with the Marathas
more difficult. It also led to the diversion of resources at a critical time
and emboldened others like the Jats and Sikhs to continue to defy
Mughal authority.3

The power and influence of the Marathﬁs had steadily grown in
the politics of the Deccan states during the seventeenth century, and
already in the time of Shah Jahan, Shahji Bhonsle had carved out a
semi-independent principality for himself, first around Poona, and then
1 M.A. 179, Dil. 165.

Aurangzed V 269.
3 The Bundela conflict was very largely a struggle between rival claimants

to the gadds of Orchha, and never assumed the dimensions of a popular
struggle even to the extent the Rajput uprising did,
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at Bangalore. The early efforts of Shivaji, the son of a neglected wife
of Shahji, were directed towards recovering his father’s jagir in Poona.
His growing ambitions, and the manifest inability of the Bijapur
government to curb his activities, brought him into clash with the
Mughals who were reluctant to see a new state arise on their southern
border and were suspicious of the plundering proclivities of Shivaji.
A tussle with the mighty Mughal empire faced Shivaji with a difficult
choice—whether to strike out for independence or to come to terms
with it. In 1665, when Jai Singh hemmed in Shivaji at Purandar and
occupied most of his forts, Shivaji agreed to a treaty by which out of
the 35 forts then in his possession yielding an annual income of 5 lakh
huns in the former Nizamshahi kingdom, he was to be left with 12 forts
yielding one lakh huns, (i.e. five lakh rupees), and was allotted ralugs
yielding nine lakhs of huns—4 lakhs in the Bijapuri Tal-Konkan and
5 lakhs in Balaghat. The latter was in anticipation of a joint campaign
against Bijapur. In return for these, Shivaji was to pay 40 lakh huns
in instalments of 3 lakhs each year, be loyal and obedient to the Mughal
government, refrain from plundering the imperial dominions, and
perform service in the Deccan whenever called upon to do so. His son,
Shambhaji, was accorded the mansab of 5,000, and accompanied by
Netaji, the trusted licutenant of Shivaji, was to attend on the siubahdar
of the Deccan.t

Thus, Shivaji was given autonomy within an area which, if the
Bijapur campaign proved successful, would actually yield him an income
greater than what he had enjoyed before. He was also exempted from
personal service (except in the Deccan)-—a privilege extended only
to the Rana of Mewar, the most illustrious and the oldest ruling house
in Rajputana. The mansab granted to Shivaji’s son was also not a low
one, being equal to that held by the Rana of Mewar. But it was not
likely to satisfy Shivaji since similar ranks had already been granted
to a number of Maratha chiefs regarded by Shivaji as inferior to him in
status and power.?

The treaty of Purandar might have formed the basis of a lasting
settlement between the Mughals and Shivaji. But the failure of Jai

1 Sarkar, House of S8hivaj, 117-18.
2 Ibid. 113. In 1630, when Shahji had joined the Mughals, he had also been
granted the rank of 5,000. (Lahori, Padshahnamah, i 328).
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Singh’s campaign against Bijapur completely changed the situation.
Shivaji was left with an income of only one lakh huns, and for the
realisation of even this he had to reckon with the hostility of Bijapur.
It was obvious that the Marathd alliance could only be preserved if
Aurangzib relinquished hold of most of Shivaji’s forts, or compensated
him somewhere else.

No fresh approach was made by Aurangzib to Shivaji between
1666 and 1675. 1In 1675, Bahadur Khan, the Viceroy of the Deccan,
offered a rank of 6,000 to Shambhaji, the son of Shivaji, and asked
Shivaji to surrender 17 forts only as against the 23 secured by Jai
Singh.!  Evidently, the Mughals still regarded the treaty of Purandar
as the basis for negotiations with Shivaji. But Shivaji’s power and
aspirations had grown considerably in the meantime, and he was in no
mood to accept such trifling concessions which showed the small value
attached by the Mughals to a Maridtha alliance.

Meanwhile, a fresh source of friction between the Mughals and
the Mardthas made its appecarance. This was Shivaji’s practicc of
levying chauth and sardeshmukhi from Mughal territories. Though
chauth and sardeshmukhi were traditional imposts, Shivaji was probably
the first leader of consequence to use them systematically as a mcans of
gathering the sinews of war against his enemics. Chawth did not, at
first, imply any claim to a privileged political position in the Deccan,
but was in the nature of a war-tax. It constituted, however, a challenge
to the Mughal capacity to safeguard their territories from external
plunder, and thus compromised their sovercignty. At the same time,
the manner of enforcing the claim was a menace to the trade and
industry of the entire area, and threatend to disrupt the vital link between
the rich and industrious West coast and the populous centres of North
India. The claim for sardeshmukhi rested on the legal fiction that
Shivaji was the chief Deshmukh of the Deccan. It was enforced in
the same manner as the claim for chauth.?

Thus, the main differences between Shivaji and the Mughals centred

1 Awurangzeb V 222-23.

2 For the controversy regarding the nature and origin of chauth and
sardeshmukhi, see Ranade, Risc¢ of the Maratha Power, 218-38; Sen,
Maratha Adm., 97-99; Sardesai, New Hist., ii 51-52; Balkrishna, Nature
of Sardeshmukhi, 1IH.C. 1939, 1189-93.
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around the territory and mansab which was to be granted to Shivaji,
and later, around the claim for chauth and sardeshmukhi. For strategic
and economic reasons, the Mughals were unwilling to see a powerful
Marathd state arisc on their southern border, on the flank of the vital
trade route to the west coast. Financial stringency made it impossible
to satisfy the ambitions of Shivaji except at the expense of the Deccan
statcs. But for a variety of reasons, Aurangzib was not prepared or
unable to make a concerted move against the Deccan states till 1676.
By the time, Shivaji’s ambitions had soared higher, and he had become
convinced of the advantages of playing a lone hand rather than of
serving the Mughals. Personal factors also played a part. Aurangzib
had a decp-scated distrust of Shivaji which the various ‘exploits’ of the
latter had done nothing to allay. He failed, at the same time, to under-
stand the nature of the forces represented by Shivaji, and hence, grossly
under-cstimated the real power of the Marathis, and the worth of an
alliance with them for the rapid conquest and consolidation of the
Deccan.

Aurangzib went to the Deccan in 1681, ostensibly in pursuit of
Prince Akbar. But the threat from the side of the Prince soon passed,
and the Emperor’s main pre-occupation became the conquest of Bijapur
and Golkonda. There is insufficient cvidence to support the view that
Aurangzib determined, at this stage, upon the total destruction of the
Maratha state. The capture of Shambhaji was an uncxpected piece of
good luck for Aurangzib. Although Shambhaji was treated as a rebel
for the sin of helping Prince Akbar, and was executed, the treatment
accorded to Shambha’s son, Shahu, suggests that Aurangzib con-
templated the recognition of his title to Shivaji’s guddi when he came
of age. Shahu was granted the mansab of 7,000 which had also been
conferred on Shambhaji in 1678, accorded the title of Raja, and lodged
nside the gulal-bar, and not inside forfress-prisons like the deposed
rulers of Bijapur and Golkonda. Decent allowances were fixed upon
him, and when he was 12 years old, Aurangzib married him to two
girls of respectable Mardtha families. and presented him with the sword
of Shivaji which had been captured with Shambhaji in 1689.1

1 Raquim 23b, M.A. 332, 433, 482. Cf. Sardesai, New Hist., i 331.
The gulal-bur was a large enclosure near the special apartments of the
Emperor, the doors of which were made very strong, and secured with
locks and keys. (See A’in i 27).
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Between 1689 and 1698, Aurangzib concentrated his efforts upon
taking possession of the rich and fertile tract extending upto Jinji.
He was apparently convinced that once the Mughal hold on this area
had been effectively established, the Marathas would either come to their
senses and accept his terms, or they would be surrounded and crushed.

With Mughal territory extended upto the Karnatak, Rajaram
bottled up in Jinji, and the Maritha state shattered, the situation seemed
to be over-whelmingly in favour of Aurangzib. But Aurangzib had
not reckoned with the national spirit of the Mardthds which now came
into play. The Mardtha resistance revived from about 1695, and after
Rajaram’s return from Jinji in 1698, the Mughals had to suffer a number
of recverses. Rajaram parcelled out the Mughal territories among
Maratha sardars, and asked them to levy their own contributions.
The extended communications of the Mughals were highly vulnerable
to the quick-moving Marathda bands. The local officials often deemed
it more profitable to make private deals with the Mardthas than to
offer them scrious resistance.! To cope with this situation, Aurangzib
constituted powerful cavalry units supported by artillery under Zu’lfigar
Khan, Chin Qulich Khin, and others. But the heavier armaments, lack
of local support, and ignorance of local topography made the Mughals
often helpless against the Marathis in a war of movement. In despera-
tion, Aurangzib entered upon the futile expedient of trying to conquer
the various Maritha forts one by one. But the situation was now vastly
different from 1664, and Jai Singh’s success against Shivaji couid not
be repcated. The only alternative before Aurangzib was to attempt
negotiations.

Meanwhile, the war had inflicted extensive damage upon the
Marathas too, and in 1695 and 1698, they had attempted to open
negotiations with the Mughals, but in vain.?

In 1700. on the death of Rajaram, his widow, Tara Bai, proposed
peace to Aurangzib, offering to maintain a contingent of 5,000 troops
for Imperial service, and to cede 7 forts in return for the recognition
of her son, Shivaji II, as the King of the Marithas, the grant to him
of the rank of 7.000, and the right of collecting sardeshmukhi in the
Deccan. Thus, Tara Bai dropped the claim for independence as also

1  See Dil. 140a-b.
2 Dil. 122a-b, Aurangzeb V 105, 131.



xlii

for chauth. We are told that Aurangzib rejected these terms, demanding
the ceding of all forts.? The motives of Aurangzib can only be
guessed. He may have felt some hesitation in bye-passing the claims
of Shahu, or he may have seen in these terms a sign of weakness, and
believed that the Mariathdas would come round completely to his point
of view if he showed patience and firmness a little longer.

In 1703, negotiations were opened with Dhand Jadav through
Prince Kam Bakhsh for the release of Shahu “on certain terms”.
Shahu was transferred to Kam Bakhsh's camp, and invitations were
drawn up for no less than 70 Maratha sardars to comc and see him
after which they were to be conducted to the Imperial presence, and
admitted into Imperial service. In other words, Aurangzib wanted
the Marathd sardars to tender allegiance and accept Shahu as their ruler.
What concessions he offered in return is not known. According to
some later historians, he was prepared to grant sardeshmukhi over the
six subahs of the Deccan, in addition, apparently, to the swarajya of
Shivaji, i.e., the territories which Shivaji controlled at the time of his
death. We are told that the documents granting sardeshmukhi were
actually drawn up and handed over to Ahsan Khan to be delivered to
the Marathas. But “the plan did not please Aurangzib who prudently
felt misgivings as to the craftiness of the Marathas and was apprehensive
that if they assembled forty or fifty thousand horse near the royal camp,
they might by pretence carry off Raja Shahu and Prince Kam Bakhsh
to their hills of difficult access.”? Hence, the negotiations were
broken off.

L Awrangzceb V 136, Akhbuanat March 12, 1700.

K.K. (ii 626, 782) states that Tara Bai asked for 99 as sardeshmukhi,
but “for the honour of Islam and other reasons, Aurangzib rejected the
proposal” This event is placed “towards the end of Aurangzib’s reign”,
but presumably refers to the negotiations of 1700.

K.K. 520, M.A. 473. T. Ibrahim Khan (Rampur Ms., Elliot viii 259), states:
“Towards the close of His Majesty’s life time, a truce was concluded with
the Marathas on these terms, wviz. that 9¢% (Elliot says 3%, but the
original reads—“har sad az mahsul-i-mulki nah rupiah”) of the revenues
drawn from the Imperial dominions in the Dakhin should be allotted to them
by way of sardeshmukhi; and accordingly Ashan Khan commonly known
as Mir Malik set out from the threshhold of royalty with the documents

confirming this grart to the Marath8s in order that after the treaty had
{comtinued]

S
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A final effort for peace, in 1706, through the mediation of Zu’lfigar

Khin was equally fruitless.?

The rise in Mahérashtra of a powerful movement aimed at regional
independence created for the Mughals a problem which was not purely
regional in its implications. A successful defiance of the Mughal
authority by the Mardthas not only militated against the principle of
all-India Timurid monarchy, but might well upsct the delicate alliance
of the Muslims and the Hindus in the nobility. On the other
hand, it was difficult to adjust the ambitions of the various Maratha
sardars in the existing framework of the nobility, particularly as the
jagirdari system on which the institution of the nobility rested was
already in a state of deep crisis.

(b) Crisis of the Jagirdari System.
The political problems of Aurangzib werc accompanied by a
deepening crisis of the jagirdari system which accentuated and, in turn,

was accentuated by the political crisis.
The Mughals evolved a number of administrative devises to ensure

been duly ratified, he might bring the chiefs of that tribe to the court of the
Monarch of the World. However, before he had time to deliver these
documents in their custody a royal mandate was issued, directing him to
return and bring back the papers in question with him.”
Ibrahim Khan is supported by the Khazinah-i-‘Amirah (p. 41) which says
9¢, was agreed to. Kh&fi Khan (p. 520), though in agreement with
Ibrgahim Kh&n with regard to the events, does not make any mention of
the grant of sardeshmukhi by Aurangzib.
Duff (i 445), followed by Ranade (p. 226), says that Aurangzib was, for
& time, prepared to grant ten per cent as sardeshmukhi. The event is,
however, wrongly placed in 1705, and no authority is cited.
Manucci (iii 498-99) states that Aurangzib tried to sow dissension among the
Marathas by releasing Shahu, granting him chauth (of the Deccan) and
leaving Kam Bakhsh as the governor of Bijapur, Golkonda and the two
Carnatics and himself retiring to Delhi.
No Persian or Marathi authority supports Manucci who, in general, is a
very unreliable authority, especially where political affairs are concerned.
K. & Parasnis (il 111-2), and S. G. Sardesai (New History, 356) assert
that “towards the end of uis life Aurangzib had consented to grant to the
Maratha Government Chauth and Sardeshmukhi and the restoration of
Shivaji’'s Kingdom (8warajya)”. This view is apparently based on Manucci
and, as such, is untenable,

1 Dil f1. 154b, 1556a, M.A. 511.
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the proper functioning of the mansabdari system. These administrative
devises, while valuable in themselves, could not, however, help them to
overcome the basic problem, viz. that the available social surplus was in-
sufficient to defray the cost of administration, pay for wars of one type
or another, and to give the ruling class a standard of life in keeping with
its expectations. It would appear that in India as in a number of
Western countries during this period, there was a decline in the value
of money.! Among other things, it led to a risec in the cost of
administration. Simultaneously, the expectations and the cost of living
of the ruling class tended to rise. The Mughal monarchs themselves
set the pace by incurring large expenditure on all kinds of pomp and
show, as well as on the patronage of the various arts and crafts. While
this gave employment to large numbers of artists and artisans, and
stimulated some types of industry and trade, it did not solve the basic
difficulty which remained one of agricultural production. Then as now
agricultural production formed the backbone of the Indian economy,
and, ultimately, a stable growth of income could only be based on a
rise in the value and volume of agricultural production. A rise in the
requirements of the ruling class without a corresponding rise in
agricultural production resulted directly or indirectly in the growth of
economic pressure on the producing classes. As has been mentioned
carlier, the Mughal Emperors laid great emphasis on the promotion of
agriculture. Expansion of agriculture, as well as the improvement of
irrigation facilities, the introduction of high grade crops, provision
of seeds, fagavi in times of distress, etc. formed an important
branch of state activity, and officials were instructed to exhort, and if

1 According to Hodiwala (Historical Studies in Mughal Numismatics, 245-52),

the gold muhar appreciated considerably in terms of the rupee between the
time the A‘in was composed and the end of the 17th century.
The decline in the purchasing power of the rupee is also reflected in the
rise in the price of food-grains and ghee. [Cf. M.A., 98, for prices at Agra
in 1670 when harvest had been exceptionally favourable, with those in
the 4%n (N.K., i 38 et seq.)]. Allowing for the difference in the weight of
the mam, the prices of wheat, gram, and ghee in 1670 were 21 to 3 times
higher than at the beginning of the century. The rise in the price of sugar
and indigo was even greater, as indicated by the prices given in the English
Factory Records.
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necessary to compel the individual peasants to cultivate as much land
as possible. While there is evidence of a continual expansion of the
cultivated area during the seventeenth century, signs of a crisis of the
jagirdari system became visible during the latter years of Jahangir’s
reign. Zat and sawdr ranks had long ceased to indicate the total
number of horsemen or horses actually maintained. Shah Jahan
re-fixed the salaries and made it a rule that not more than one-third
of the number indicated by the sawadr rank was to be actually maintained
by a noble: generally, the contingent was less than even one-third.
Salaries were scaled down proportionately by the practice of paying
salaries for only 10, 8, 6 or even 4 months in the year. The majority
of nobles apparently received salaries for six to ecight months only.!
Thus, appearances were preserved, while reality was sought to be faced
by spreading the available resources more widely. But Shah Jahan’s
reforms should not be understood to imply any reduction in the nett
salaries of the nobles after setting off the cost of the maintenance of
the troopers. Rather, in actual practice the nett incomes were perhaps
higher. Shah Jahan’s court was reputed to be the most splendid in
the world and many nobles accumulated vast fortunes.

The reforms of Shih Jahdn mitigated but could not solve the
financial crisis. Resources could not keep pace with growing expenses,
and when at the end of the thirteenth year of his reign, Aurangzib
reviewed the position, he was faced with a revenue-deficit.2  Despite
economies in expenditure, emphasis on simplicity, the imposition of
fresh taxes, and constant injunctions to his nobles to extend and improve
cultivation,? Aurangzib failed to solve the financial crisis.

Struggle for jagirs and employment at the court tended to re-inforce
the latent spirit of racial and religious exclusiveness, and to the raising
of slogans for the exclusion of the Hindus from the nobility.* At the
same time, the pressure for solving the internal crisis at the expense of
the Deccan states grew. But much of the Deccan was itself a deficit
area. In any case, misgovernment and internecine warfare among

1  See Aziz, Mansabdari Bystem, 52-3.

2 M.A. 99-100.

8 Thus, see Aurangzib’s farman to Muhammad Hashim, Diwan of Gujarat
(Tranglated by Sarkar, Mughal Adm., 198-214), Manucci iii 253.
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factions and groups had reduced it to a state where no quick yields could
be expected. There was the further problem of satisfying local aspirants,
and of finding the basis for a satisfactory settlement with the Marathas.

The final annexation of Bijapur and Golkonda was actuated by
political rather than financial considerations. The growing power of
the Marathis posed a problem that could no longer be ignored.
The results seem to have borne out all the fears which had made
Aurangzib hold back from undertaking a forward policy in the Deccan
during the first two decades of his reign. The military operations
proved long and expensive, and gold had freely to be expended to buy
over Deccani nobles. For purposes of political expediency, large
numbers of Deccani nobles had to be given mansabs and employment.
In the best of times it would have been difficult to satisfy the aspirations
of all the new entrants. Unsettled conditions in the Deccan and North
India and Maratha depredations made the task doubly difficult. As it
was, the Deccani nobles were dissatisfied at the ‘low’ ranks accorded
to them.! Almost every noble desired a jagir in Northern India or in
the settled parts of the country, and exerted his influence to that end.
This placed the officials of the revenue department in an extremely
difficult situation. As ‘Inayatullah Khan, the Diwan-i-Tan-o-Khalisa
and a great personal favourite with Aurangzib, complained. “The
contingents of the officers who are daily passed in review before your
Majesty are unlimited (in number) while the land available for granting
as jagirs is limited (in area). How can a limited figure be made equal
to an unlimited one 7?72

The result was that there were inordinate delays in the grant of
jagirs, and when finally granted they yielded only a fraction of the
sanctioned emoluments.3 The efforts of the jagirdars to realise the full

Aurangzeb V 68.

2 Ahkam 57. We are told that the number of mamsabdars had increased
from 8000 in 1659 to 14,556 in 1690 (Waris, Budshahnamah, 70; Zawabit-i-
‘Alamgii (Or. 1641) f. 15a; Sharma, Religious Policy, 133). Out of these,
7,657 nobles were on cash (naqdi) salaries, while only 6,899 held jagirs, i.e.
less than half of the total.

3 Thus, see K.K. 602-3. See Raga’im ff. 6b-7a for Aurangzib's efforts to check

inflation of revenue artificially in Gujarat.
[continued]
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value of their jagirs seem to have made themselves felt in a number of
areas, especially in the marginal areas such as those around Agra, or on
the borders of Rajputana and parts of the Deccan where agriculture had
never yielded a very large surplus. The flight of peasants from land!
was the first symptom of this growing crisis which later on spilled into
violence and desperate armed uprisings.

The uncertainty of income from the jagirs also demoralized the
administration. Many nobles practically ceased maintaining contingents
or kept a far smaller contingent than was required. Many others in the
Deccan came to a private arrangement with the Marathias for the
division of the state dues, instead of resisting their encroachments.
Others—especially those in the lower grades, began to prefer cash salaries
to jagirs, or to farm out their jagirs to various middle-men.?

Thus, by the end of Aurangzib’s reign, the jdgirdari system had
reached the stage of an acute crisis, presaging a complete breakdown, or
a new series of reforms which would remove the worst abuses and to give
official sanction to things which could not be changed. It is necessary
to bear in mind, however, that the problem of the jagirdari system was,
at root, a social problem which no mere economies in expenditures and
administrative devises for expanding cultivation could solve. What
was really required was the rapid expansion of industry and trade,
based on the introduction of new technology and the removal of
all barriers hindering that cxpansion. These barricrs, in the ultimate
resort, were the barriers of the existing social order which encompassed
trade and industry in too narrow a sphere. Hence, a basic improvement
in the situation was beyond the competence of any one king.

* * *

From the foregoing review, it should be apparent that at the end
of Aurangzib’s reign, the Mughal empire was faced with a serious

See Akhbuarat 11 Rajab yr. 39|Feb. 5, 1696 for the imprisonment of a noble
who refused to serve without a jagir.

1 See Bernier 225-26. Raga’im 24a-b

2 Thus, see Akhbirat 24 Jam. 1I, Yr. 38 Jan. 29, 1695 for leasing out of
Jd@girs to merchants by nobles in Kashmir. Cf. also the remarks of Khafi
Khin (ii 88-9, 565) about the state of the administration under Aurangzib.
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situation. The financial position had grown steadily worse and,
as a result of this and a number of other developments, the crisis
of the jagirdari system had reached a stage when the entire mansabdari
system was threatened with collapse. The spirit of obscurantism and
revivalism had grown both among the Muslims and Hindus: the efforts
to create a composite ruling class had suffered a set back and separatist
forces had been strengthened. The rebellions of the Jats, Sikhs, etc.,
thc breach with the Rathors, and the prolonged conflict with the
Marithas had damaged imperial prestige, and encouraged the forces of
opposition in all quarters. Ambitious men were attempting to gather
strength in their hands in order to strike out on their own should the
situation warrant it. Thus, the general atmosphere was one of expec-
tancy and uncertainty.

However, in spite of many defccts of policy and a number of personal
shortcomings on Aurangzibs’ part, the Mughal empire was still a power-
ful and vigorous military and administrative machinery. The Mughal
army might fail against the elusive and highly mobile bands of Marathas
in the mountainous regions of the Deccan. Maratha forts might be
difficult to capture and still more difficult to retain.  But in the plains
of Northern India and the vast plateau extending upto the Karnatak,
the Mughal artillery was still master of the field. Thirty or forty years
after Aurangzib's death, when the Mughal artillery had declined
considerably in strength and efliciency, the Marathas could still not face
it in the field of battle.! Continuous anarchy, war and the depredations
of the Marathas may have depleted the population of the Deccan and
brought its trade, industry and agriculture to a virtual stand-still. But
in Northern India which was the heart of the empire and was of decisive
economic and political importance in the country, the Mughal administra-
tion still retained much of its vigour. In fact, the administration at the
district level proved amazingly tenacious and a good deal of it survived
and found its way indirectly into the British administration.

Politically, despitc the military reverses and the mistakes of

Cf. Bernier who has a rather low opinion of the morale, discipline and
organisation of the Mughal armies, (p. 55) but considers the “stirrup-
artillery” to be “extremely well-appointed”, (217-18).
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Aurangzib, the Mughal dynasty still retained a powerful hold on the
mind and imagination of the people.!

It is against this entire background that the history of India in the
eighteenth century and the parties and politics at the Mughal court have
to be viewed.

Note on khalisah and zamindars

In the case of the states of many autonomous or semi-autonomous
zamindars and rajas, the Mughal government neither interfered with
local administration nor did it fix the revenue demand on the basis of
a detailed asscssment. It fixed a lump-sum tribute called peshkash
which was geunerally to be deposited in the khalisuh treasury (though
it appears that sometime this tribute could also be assigned to a
mansabddr as part of his rankhwah-i-jagir.?  Or, it might be assigned
to the raja himsclf as waran jagir).

However, the phrase “dar khalisah zabt namidan” (taking a state
into khalisah) is used cither in the sense of depriving a raja of his
watan jagir or dispossessing him of his zamindari.  The use of the word
anncxation 1 the context of removing a raja from his hereditary
domains is, therefore, misleading.

In the case of Aurangzib’s action in Marwar on the death of
Jaswant Singh. the words “bringing the state under khdlisah™ have been
used in the specific sense of iaking ovei the administration and the
revenue-collection from the members of the ruling branch of the house.
After some time, the state was handed over to Inder Singh, the grandson
of Amar Singh who was the elder brother of Jaswant Singh. It scems that
in many cases of disputed succession where the Emperor for any reason
could not or did not decide whom to recognise as the raja, or on account
of dissatisfaction with the conduct of a raja wanted to remove him, he

1 Cf. Spears, Twilight of the Moghuls. (p. 9): “there was for his (the
Emperor’s) authority something of the reverence and spirit of acceptance
which exists in Britain for the parliament.”

2 For example, the territory of the raja of Nagarkot was assigned in jagir to
Birbal to whom the raja was required to pay a substantial amount.
{Akbarndma iii 36-37).
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appointed imperial officers to administer that territory and collect
revenuc till such time as he had decided whom to recognise as the raja.
Thus, taking over the state of a raja under khalisah was somewhat

similar to the administration of states under Court of Wards. (For

further examples, see p. 31 below),



CHAPTER 1
BEGINNING OF THE PARTY STRUGGLIL AT THE COURT
i. Groups at the Court.

Towards the end of Aurangzib’s reign, and by the beginning of
the cightecenth century, two groups of nobles came to the forefront at
the court. These groups played an important part at the Mughal Court
for the next four decades. Hence, the character and composition of
these groups, and the antecedents, outlook and political affiliations of
the leading characters in the two groups deserve careful examination.

The leading figures in the first group were the Wazir-ul-Mamalik
Asad Khan, and his son Zu’lfigair Khan who had become Bakhshi-ul-
Mamalik in 1702. Asad Khan belonged to a wcll-known family of
Tran, his grandfather Zu’lfigar Khan being the Béglar Bégi of Shirwan
in the time of Shih ‘Abbas I. After the execution of Zu’lfigir Khan
by Shah ‘Abbas on some suspicion in 1600-01, the family had to face
hard times, and Asad Khan’s father Khinlar (entitled Zu’lfigir Khén
Qaramanla), migrated to India towards the end of Jahangir’s reign. He
was shown great kindness by Shiah Jahdn, married to the daughter of
Sadiq Khan, the brother-inlaw of Yamin-ud-Daulah Asaf Khan. and
raised ultimately to the rank of 3000. Towards the end of Shah Jahan’s
reign. he retired on account of paralysis, and scttled down at Patna.!

Muhammad Ibrahim, entitled Asad Khan, was the cldest son of
Zv’lfigar Khan Qaramanla by Sadiq Khan’s daughter, and was
apparently born in 1055 H/1625-26. He was a great favourite with
Shah Jahan and married the daughter of Asaf Khan. In 1654, he
received the title of Asad Khan, and was made Akhtah Bégi (Master
of the Horses), and soon afterwards, the second Bakhshi. It is not
necessary for our purposes to examine the subsequent career of
Asad Khan in detail. Suffice it to say that he was a great favourite
with Aurangzib also, and continued to serve under him as the second
Bakhshi. In 1661, he was raised to the rank of 4000/2000. In 1669,

1 Turikh-i--Alam Ar@’i ‘Abbari by Iskandar Munshi 570, M.U. ii 85-89.
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when the wagzir, Ja‘far Khan, died, no one was appointed to succeed
him, Asad Khan being nominated the na'ib wazir. The following year,
he was also nominated as the Chief Bakhshi in succession to Lashkar
Khan deceased, and combined this post with that of the nd’ib wazir till
1673. 1In 1676, he was promoted to the post of the wazir, and formally
invested with the jewelled ink-pot of office.2 Subsequently, he was
appointed to the Deccan at the head of a large army, and later served
in the Rajpit campaign. He took an active part in the siege of Bijapur,
and was rewarded with the masnad of wizarat3 WNext year, following
the capture of Golkonda, he was raised to the rank of 7000/7000.

Thus, by 1676, Asad Khan had attained a pre-eminent position
which he continued to hold during the remaining thirty-one years of
Aurangzib’s reign -—one of the longest spells of office enjoyed by
any wazir. His rank and position, noble lineage and relationship with
the royal family ensured him the highest respect from all quarters.
Aurangzib, we are told, had a very high regard for his capacities and
capabilitics, though it is difficult to estimate the influence he exercised
as wazir in shaping Aurangzib’s policies.4 Towards the end of
Aurangzib’s reign, Asad Khian was, for some time. placed in charge of
the base camp at Islampuri, being considered too old and infirm for
active campaigning. Later, he accompanied Aurangzib during the
sieges of Kondana, Rajgarh and Wakinkhera.

Zu’lfigair Khan. the son of Asad Khan. was born in 1649, and
received his first mangab in 1660 when he was only eleven years old.
In 1677, he was married to the daughter of Amir-ul-Umara Sha’istah
Khan, who was the maternal uncle of Emperor Aurangzib, and awarded
the title of T‘tigdid Khan. AsI‘tigad Khan. he made his mark in 1689
by the capture of Rahéri (Rajgarh)-—an extremely strong fort in which
the treasures and families of Shambhaji and Rajaram were lodged. As
a reward, he was raised to the rank of 3000/2000, and granted his

2 M.A. 152, M.U. ii 311.

3 M.A. 281, M.U. ii 311-312. This implied that Asad Khan was permitted to
sit on a masnad in the royal presence which was deemed a very high honour.
The date for this event was found in the chronogram—<Zeéba shudah
masnad-i-wizarat” (1097). Beveridge (M.U. i 270) has wrongly taken
this to mean that he was appointed wazir at the time.

4 For Aurangzib's recommendation of Asad Khan to his sons, see Ahkum 11.
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ancestral title of Zu’lfigar Khan. After this, he was sent against the
fort of Panhala.5

The real career of Zu’lfigar Khian may, however, be said to
commence with his nomination in 1690 to the command of an
army for the capture of Jinji. It was an important assignment, for
Rajaram, the successor of Shambhaji, had taken shelter there and made
it the rallying centre of the Marathas. With Jinji in his hands and
Rajaram captured, Aurangzib hoped to bring the Maratha campaign to
a virtual end, the task of establishing law and order in the rest of
Maharashtra not being considered so diflicult a task thercafter. But
Zu'lfigar Khan found himself faced with tremendous diflicultics.
Jinji was an extremely strong fortress, and his forces were really not
adequate for the task assigned to him. Communications and supplies
were difficult to maintain in the face of Maritha activities, the lack of
support by the local population and chiefs,® and the fact that many of
the Deccani nobles assigned to Zu’lfigar Khan were disaffected and did
not have their heart in the enterprise.” With the arrival of Santiji
Ghorpade and Dhanaji Jadav in the Karnatak in 1692, the situation
became all the more difficult. Zu’lfigair Khan found himseif hard-
pressed, and Asad Khan and Prince Kam Bakhsh were ordered to go
to his help. However, the latter’s intrigues caused further confusion,
and necessitated his arrest, and a temporary abandonment of the siege.8
It was not till 1698 that Zu’lfigair Khan captured Jinji, and even then
the chief prize, Rajaram, cscaped him. Aurangzib was far from
pleased at this, but rewarded Zu’lfigiar Khan with a rise of 1000 sawadrs,
bringing his mansab to 5000/ 5000.°

The Jinji period marks an important phase in the life of Zu’lfiqar
Khan, for it was apparently during this period that he gathered a group

M.A. 332-3, M.U. ii 94.

Sarkar, Aurangzeb v 94-96.

Sarkar, Aurangzeb v 68, 74.

For details, see Aurangzeb v 78-85.

M.A. 392, M.U. ii 97. Irvine ii. 9 is not correct in stating that the title
of Nusrat Jang was conferred on him at the same time. He was accorded
this title in the 39th regnal year (1696-7) when he was also raised to
the mansab of 5000/4000. Earlier, in Jan. 1692, he had been made 4000/2500
for the capture of Trinomalee (M.A. 345).

© ™ 9 o o
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of devoted followers, and formed many associations with the Deccani
nobles. According to some contemporary observers, he even began to
nurse the ambition of independence in the Deccan.l® The political
views of Zu’lfigir Khan also began to develop during this period. In
1697, he forwarded to Aurangzib a proposal from Rajaram for a
settlement, but Aurangzib would not hear of it.11

After the fall of Jinji, Zu’lfigir Khan was, at first, deputed to deal
with the Maratha general, Dhanaji Jadhav, in the Konkan, and then
given a roving commission to deal with the Maratha bands where-
cver they might be. Zu'lfigar Khan failed to inflict much damage on
Dhanaji due to the rapid movements of the latter, but he won frequent
successes against the other Mardtha chiefs, and earned a name for
himself as one of the most successtful generals. In 1702, he succeeded
Bahramand Khén deceased as the MirBakhshi. In 1705, when Aurangzib
was hard pressed at Wakinkhera, Zuwlfigir Khan was summoned with
all his generals. His arrival turned the tide of battle and the fort fell
soon afterwards. But as Aurangzib suspected Zu’lfiqgar Khan and his
licutenant, Dalpat Rao, of colluding in the escape of Pidia Nayak, he
was given insignificant rewards.!2 However, he was raised soon after-

wards to the rank of 6000/6000.13
A significant step taken by Aurangzib in 1706 was the transfer of

10 Fran¢ois Martin, the founder of Pondicherry, who was in constant touch
with the court of Jinji, ‘“frequently in his letters and Memoirs expressed
the opinion that Zulfiqar Khan had, during the course and particularly at
the end of the siege of Jinji, an understanding with Rajaram; in expectation
of the death of the very old Aurangzeb and the civil wars that would fatally
follow among his sons, he had conceived the ambition of caving out for
himgelf an independent principality, and with that object he wanted to
placate (manage) the Marathas.” (Kaeppelin 295 n, quoted in Aurangzcb
v 101).

Manucei (iii 271) says the same thing, and Bhimsen, who was in Zu'lfigar’s
camp, also hints at it (Dil. 1258, 106a).

11  Dil. 122b, Aurangzeb v 105.

12 Dil. ii 153b. M.U. (ii 98-99) ascribes it, however to the envy aroused n
Aurangzib’s breast by the universal praise of Zu'lfigar Khan. “As Emperor
Aurangzib was disposed to be malicious and uncharitable, he to spite
Zu'lfigar Khan granted increased allowances to the Turani officials, and to
him he only granted a sword and robe of honour, and deputed him to
capture certain forts and to chastise the Marath&as”,

13 B.N. 103, M.U. ii 99.
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Shahi to Zu’lfigir Khan’s army for the purpose of negotiating a settle-
ment with the Mardthas. This was a tacit recognition of the political
importance attained by Zu’lfigir Khan, as also his special relations
with the Marathas. From this time, if not earlier, Zu'lfigair Khan seems
to have taken a close personal interest in Shahd. He wrote conciliatory
letters to the Mardthas, inviting them to join Shahi, but the Maridtha
sardars were too suspicious of Mughal policy for any positive response
on their part.14

Thus, by the time Aurangzib died, Asad Khan and Zu'lfigar Khan
occupied the two leading posts at the court-— those of wazir and
Mir Bakhshi with the ranks of 7000 and 6000 respectively., and had
acquired tremendous prestige and influence. Zu'lfigir Khan was onc
of the most successful generals of the time and was considered a rising
star.  Among the chief supporters of Zu’lfigir Khan may be mentioned
Da’dd Khan Panni, Rao Dalpat Bundela, and Rao Ram Singh Hara. All
the three were renowned warriors, and had served in the Karnatak for a
long time under Zu’lfigir Khan. Rao Ram Singh, the Hara chief,
had succeeded to the gaddi of Kotah in 1692-93 at the instance of
Zu’lfigar Khan and had served under him since then.  In 1706 Zu'lfigar
Khin had also scecured for him the zamindari of Bundi in place of Budh
Singh who had been displaced.!> Rao Dalpat Bundela, who had entered
service in 1668, was assigned to Jinji in 1690 and served with Zu'lfiqar
Khan thereafter.16

Da’ad Khan Panni was the son of Khizr Khan, a merchant who
had risen to the position of one of the leading sardars of Bijapur.
After the assassination of Khizr Khan at the hands of the Deccani party
in 1677, Da’ad Khan had entered the Imperial service along with his
brother, Sulaiman Khan, and was attached to his uncle, Ranmast Khan,
who later acquired great fame and was awarded the title of Bahadur
Khan. Later, he was attached to Zu’lfigir Khan. and made his mark
by his exploits during the siege of Jinji. When Zu’lfigir Khin was
recalled to the court after the capture of Jinji, Da’dd Khin was made
his deputy in the faujdari of Haiderabadi-Karnatak and two years

14 Dil. il 154b-155a, M.A. 511, Aurangzeb v 207.
156 M.A. 514, M.U. ii 323.
16 M.U. ii 317-328.
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later, in 1701, the faujdari of Bijapuri-Karndtak was added to it. In
1704, he was made the deputy for Prince Kam Bakhsh who was the
stbahdar of Haiderabad, and raised to the rank of 6000/6000.17

Da’ad Kkan had many connections among the Deccani nobles, and
was reputed to be a very wealthy man. It was said, too, that he held,
rather unorthodox opinions, and that he was very favourably inclined
towards the Hindus.18

It should be obvious from the foregoing account that the group con-
sisting of Asad Khan, Zu’lfigar Khan and his adherants was a very power-
ful and inuuential group. The combined mansabs of its leading-figures
came to 24,500 zar and 24,000 sawar.'® It is also obvious that the group
was not a racial one. Asad Khian and Zu’lfigar Khan, although proud
of their Persian descent, had been born in India, and by the time
Aurangzib died had been in the country for more than three-quarters
of a century. The group was essentially a family cum personal group,
and was held together by family loyalties and the personal relations of
its adherants with Zu’lfigar Khan. The group had no clearly defined
politics at the time, but we have already noted Zu’lfigar Khan’s interest
in ShahG and his eflorts to securc a settlement with the Marathas.
His close association with the Bundela and the Hara Rajpit chiefs was
also not without significance.

The second group at the court consisted of Ghazi-ud-Din Firaz
Jang, his sons Chin Qulich Khan (later Nizam-ul-Mulk) and Hamid
Khan Bahadur, and his cousin. Muhammad Amin Khan.20 Firiz

17 M.A. 439, 483; M.U. ii 63-65. He was removed from the na’ib Governorship
of Haiderabad in 1705 and sent to assist Zu'lfigar Khan in the siege
of Wakinkher& (M.4. 494).

18 He had a Hindu wife, and was said to keep in his house an idol which he
worshipped (see K.K. 884, 964; Mir'at i 403).

19  This was made up as follows:—

Zat Sawar

Asad Khan .. .. .. .. 17,000 7,000
Zuw'lfigar Khan .. .. .. .. 6,000 6,000
Daud KhEn .. . .. .. 6,000 6,000
Dalpat Bundela . .o .. .. 3,000 3,000
Ram Singh .. .. .. .. 2,500 2,000
24,500 24,000

20 References to the careers of these nobles are as follows: Firuz Jang M.U.
il 872; Nizam-ul-Mulk iii 837, 875; M. Amin Khiin i 346; HAEmid K. iii 765.
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Jang’s father, Khwajah °‘Abid, had come to India towards the end of
Shah Jahén’s reign and joined Aurangzib in the Deccan just as he was
starting for northern India to contest the throne. The father of Khwijah
‘Abid, ‘Alam Shaikb, was a well known man of letters in Bukhara and
traced his descent from the famous saint Shaikh Shihab-ud-Din
Suhrawardi. Khwajah ‘Abid took part in the expeditions against Dara,
Shuja‘, and Jaswant Singh. and was rewarded with the post of Sadr-i-Ku,
Later, he was appointed the Governor of Ajmer and then of Multan.
In the 16th year of the reign (1674-75), he came under a shadow and
was sent on pilgrimage to Mecca. He was restored to the post
of Sadr-i-Kul in 1680-81. and was subscquently made the Governor of
Bidar. He died of a gun-shot wound at the siege of Golkonda in 1687.
His mansab at the time was 5000.2!

Ghazi-ud-Din Khan (Mir Shihab-ud-Din) came to India in 1079-
80 H./1668-69, and made his mark in the Rajpat War when at great
personal risk he brought the Emperor news of Hasan ‘Ali Khan’s column
in the Aravali ranges. He served against the Marathas with distinction,
and was awarded the titles of Ghazi-ud-Din Khan and Firaz Jang. In
1685, he received the fish standard (nahi maratib) for bringing provision
to A‘zam at the sicge of Bijapur. He was given the main credit for its
capture and raised to the rank of 7000/7000. Next year, he added fresh
laurels to his crown by the capture of Adoni. The same year he was
blinded in an epidemic of bubonic plaguc at Haiderabad?? but continued
in the service. In 1698, he was appointed the Governor of Berar, a post
which he continued to hold during the rest of Aurangzib’s reign.  From
1700 to 1702, he was also in charge of the base camp at Islimpuri, and
was commissioned to chase NImaji in Malwa and Berar.  He inflicted a
crushing defeat on Nimaji and was rewarded with the title of Sipah
Salar. He kept a large park of artillery as may be guaged from a typical
incident. In 1701, on his way back from Bahadurpur, Aurangzib
passed near the camp of Ghizi-ud-Din, and, as was his custom, held a
review of the Khan’s troops. The Khan’s army covered four measured
kos and included a splendid park of artillery. After inspecting them,
Aurangzib confiscated a good part of the artillery, and wrote a letter

21 M.U. iii 837, 875.
22 The plague raged for two months and carried off about a lakh of people.

It chiefly affected the eyes, ears and speech (M.A. 317-19).



8 PARTIES AND POLITICS AT THE MUGHAL COURT

of reproof to Prince Bidar Bakht, saying “You with double allowances
have no such cstablishment of guns as Firaz Jang has. He has all the
things that he should have, or rather, that he should not have”.2s

Chin Qulich Khan was born in 1082 H./1671, presumably at Agra.
He participated in the carly campaigns of his father, including that of
Adoni, and was then commissioned to chastise thec Marathas. In 1699,
he was raised to the mansab of 3500/3000, and the following year, he
was made the Governor of Bijapur and the faujdar of Til-Konkan,
A‘zamnagar and Belgaum and raised to 4000/4000. Hc took an active
part in the capture of Wakinkhera in 1705, and was rewarded with the
rank of 5000/5000. We are told that after the capture of Wakinkhera.
Chin Qulich acquired great iniluence with the Emperor who, it is said,
consulted him on all important matters of state.2¢ Chin Qulich’s half-
brother, Hamid Khan Bahadur, and brother, Rahim-ud-Din Khan, also
served under Firdz Jang. In 1707, they held the mansabs of 2500/1500
and 1500/600 respectively.25

Chin Qulich’s second cousin, M. Amin Khan. came to India in
1687, after the execution of his father by the Khan of Bukhard. He was
appointed to the mansab of 2000/1000 and, in course of time, acquired a
reputation as a brave and intrepid warrior. At first, he served under Firaz
Jang. In 1698, he was called to the court and made the Sadr. It is said that
Aurangzib took this step with the deliberate intention of counter-balang-
ing the Tranfs, since he had grown suspicious of the power of the leading
(Irani) family, that of Asad Khan and Zu'lfigir Khan.26 This appears
doubtful however, Aurangzib had, at first, chosen Khwajah ‘Abdullah
to succeed as the Sadr, but the Khwajah died at Ahmadnagar before he
could set out for the court. Aurangzib then appointed M. Amin Khan
as the Sadr. He was considered well-qualificd for the post on account of
his descent from Shaikh Shihdb-ud-Din Suhrawardi, and because his
uncle, Khwajah ‘Abid, had held the post of Sadr during the carly years
of Aurangzib’s reign. As a matter of fact, little evidence can be found
to support the popular belief that Aurangzib discriminated against
nobles of Persian extraction on the ground of their Shi‘ite faith, although

23 M.A. 468, M.U. ii 875-6.

24 M.A. 474, 481, 496, 515, Y. H. Khan, Asaf Jah, 42.
26 M.A. 481, M.U. iii 766.

26 M.U. i 347,



BEGINNING OF THE PARTY STRUGGLE AT THE COURT 9

it is truc that he made no secret of his personal dislike correct position of
the Shi‘ite doctrines. Thus, many of his leading officials were of Irani
extraction and, presumably, followed the Shi‘ite faith. Soon after his
appointment as the Sadr, M. Amin Khan submitted a petition making a
request for the post of one of the Bakhshis, on the ground that “both the
Bakhshiships have been conferred on heretical demon-eating Shi‘ahs™.
and that his appointment would be the “means of strengthening the
(Sunni) faith and snatching away employment from accursed mis-
belicvers”.  Aurangzib sternly rejected the petition.2?” The fact that
Zu'lfigar Khan was appointed the Mir Bakhshi in 1702 also tends to
disprove the suggestion that Aurangzib entertained doubts regarding
the loyalty of this family to the throne.

With numerous other influential connections, and highly respected
on account of its noble and saintly lineage, this group of nobles which we
may call the “Chin” group occupied a position of great power and impor-
tance. The combined mansabs of the leading adherents of the group came
to 20,000 zar, 15,600 sawdr.28 In actual power and influence it was, how-
ever, definitely inferior to the group of Asad Khan, Zu'lfigair Khin etc.
In character, it was essentially a racial cum family group. Both Firaz
Jang and M. Amin Khan had themselves come to India from Turén.
They were always ready to extend patronage to their compatriots from
Taran so that Tuaranians formed a large part of their following.2?

27T Ahkam 39.
Aurangzib wrote across the petition, “What connection have earthly affairs

with religion? and what right have administrative works to meddle with
bigotry? For you is your religion for me is mine. If this rule (suggested
by you) were established it would be my duty to extirpate all (Hindu) Rajas
and their followers”.

28 This was made up as follows: .

Zat Bawiar

Ghazi-ud-Din Firiz Jang .. .. .. 7,000 7,000
Chin Qulich Khan .. - .. .. 5,000 5,000
M. Amin Khén .. .. .. .. 4,000 1,600
.I:Iﬁmid Kha@n .. .. .. .. 2,500 1,500
Rahim-ud-Din Khan .. . .. 1,500 600
20,000 15,600

20 M.U. iii 169.
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Chin Qulich Khan and Hamid Khéan also were generous patrons of the
Taranis. This gave the group greater cohesiveness than the group
of Asad Khan, Zu'lfiqgir Khan, etc. But the strained relations between
Firiz Jang and Chin Qulich Khan,3° and the blindness of the former
were a serious drawback for this group.

Between these two groups of nobles there was, from the beginning,
a sensc of rivalry and competition for royal favour. In particular,
the two younger men, Zu'lfigir Khan and Chin Qulich Khan, had a
keen sense of personal rivalry and did not get on well with each other.3!
While such rivalry was by no means unusual and must not be
cxaggerated, the ambitions of these two remarkable personalities, and
their ecfforts to clear their way to supreme power constituted a fixed
point in Mughal court politics for more than a quarter of a century, and
powerfully influenced other developments during this period.

1 The Civil War

A civil war among the princes usually provided the nobles an
opportunity for sccuring concessions of various types from the rival
contestants. It also constituted a period of difticult decisions for
individual nobles: failure to back the winning candidate might result
i a serious set-back to their careers. The sons of Aurangzib---
Mu‘azzam, A‘zam and Kam Bakhsh—had been exerting themselves
since a long timie to win adherents among the nobles in anticipation of
the civil war that would inevitably follow the death of Aurangzib.
The elder brother, Mu‘azzam, had been imprisoned by Aurangzib
in 1687, and after his release in 1695, had been sent away to Kabul
as the Governor.8?2  Kam Bakhish was learned and judicious but he was

30 Iradat 52.

31 Hadiquw! 55, M.A. 439.

32 For the early life of the Princes, see Sarkar, Aurangzeb’s Reign 16-129.
The eldest son, Mubammad Sultin, was born in 1639 of his Hindu wife,
Nawab Bui. He wsas imprisoned in 1659 for deserting to Shuja‘, and died in
prison in 1676.

The fourth son, Mubammad Akbar, was born in 1657 of his principal wife,
DilrasBani Begum. He rebelled in 1681, and died in Persia in 1704.
Of the surviving sons, Muhammad Mu'‘azzem was born of Nawab Bai
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fickleminded. A‘zam had succeeded in winning the support of the
leading nobles at the court. In particular, he had won over Asad Khin
and Zu’lfigair Khdn to his side.3® At the court. A‘zam Shah and
Kam Bakhsh frequently quarelled among themselves., and A‘zam.
presuming upon the men and resources at his disposal, sought oppor-
tunities for a show-down with Kam Bakhsh. In order to save the
life of Kdm Bakhsh and to prevent an outbreak of war between the
two brothers while he was still alive. in February 1707 Aurangzib
appointed Kam Bakhsh the sibahdar of Bijapur and gave him
leave to depart. Kam Bakhsh was presented with all the trappings
of royalty, and permitted to beat his drums from the door of the royal
enclosure-- a privilege reserved for kings. Farlier, Ahsan Khan had
been appointed his chief Bakhshi and asked to look after him.
M. Amin Khan was also instructed to join him. M. A‘zam was ordered
to march to his sithah of Malwa, and he left very much chagrined.3¢

A will alleged to have been found under Aurangzib’s pillow after
his death provided for the partition of the empire, assigning Bijapur
and Haiderabad to Kam Bakhsh. It is possible that in sending Kam
Bakhsh to take charge of Bijapur, Aurangzib was also motivated by
by the desire of giving effect to this scheme. hoping that with the
support of some of the leading nobles, Kam Bakhsh, who was the
favourite of his old age, would be able to defend himself against his
rivals. But perhaps Aurangzib was concerned more with holding
the balance even between his sons so that nonc of them might accuse
him of favouritism in the same way as he had accused his father of
favouritism towards Dard. But Aurangzib’s hope of attaching M.
Amin Khan to Kim Bakhsh could not be realised. For Kam Bakhsh

in 1643, A‘zam of Dilras Binii Begum in 1653, and K&m Bakhsh of Udaipuri
Mahal in 1670. ’

33 K. K. 547. Zu'lfigdir Kh@n had been granted the mahi maratib (fish standard)
at the request of A‘zam “though it was a rule not to give it to a noble below
the rank of 6000”. He had also been made sipah salar at A‘zam’s request
(Ruqat vi, Iradat 14, M.U. i 810).

3¢ M.A.520, KK. il 547-8, Dil. 158. According to the Jaipur waki’s report
(J.B. 26 Ziga‘dah yr. 51|26 Feb. 1707), it seems that A'zam claimed the
entire Deccan for himself (tama@m Dakin az-mu-ast) and left for Malwa

very much displeased.
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had travelled only a couple of stages from Ahmadnagar when news
was received of Aurangzib’s death, and immediately M. Amin turned
back to join A‘zam.

When Aurangzib died at Ahmadnagar on 3rd March, 1707, A‘zam
had barely gone two stages from the Imperial Camp. He hurried
back and took possession of the royal effects. All the nobles who were
present at the court, including the wazir, Asad Khan, declared for him.
Zv’lfigdr Khan, the Mir Bakhshi, who was on a roving mission to
chasc the Marathas, hurried back from the Tungbhadra Duab with
Ram Singh Hara, Dalpat Bundela and Tarbiyat Khan Mir Atish and
joined A‘zam near Aurangabad.3s

With the support of the most powerful nobles in the Empire, and
with the royal stores and park of artillery and the veterans of the
Deccan wars at his disposal. A‘zam was popularly regarded as being
in a very favourable position for winning the civil war. But his
advantages were more apparent than real. Many of the high grandees
were unwilling to face the hazards of a civil war and were half-
hearted in A‘zam’s cause, or openly declined to accompany him. Thus,
the powerful “Chin group” did not evince any desire to take part in
the forthcoming struggle. After proclaiming himself the Emperor, A‘zam,
in order to conciliate this important group, had conferred the rank of
6.000/6,000 on M. Amin Khédn, and that of 7,000/7,000 and the
title of Khan-i-Daurdn on Chin Qulich Khan. The latter was also
made the Governor of Burhanpur (Khandesh) in place of Najabat
Khan, and directed to send a deputy to his charge, remaining at the
court himself. But Chin Qulich proceeded only a stage or two beyond
Aurangabad. and quitted the campon the pretext that his presence was
required in his province.3¢ '

Firaz Jang remained at Daulatibdd and made no move to
join A‘zam. Zu’lfigar Khan proposed to A‘zam that he should march
via Daulatabad in order to compel Firidz Jang to join him. But A‘zam
was unwilling to leave the direct road to Agra, and gave a haughty
answer that his opponent was not a Dara Shikoh, and his personal

85 AkhbAnat. Zu'lfigeir Kh&n joined on 28 Zilhijjah|2 April, 1707.
36 Akhbarat 10,25 Zilhijjah|14 March, 29 March, 1707, K.K. 572, Dil. 158 b
162 a, Kamwar mentions the rank of 5,000.
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troops (Wala- Shahis)were sufficient to deal with him.37 In reality,
A‘zam was greatly annoyed at the refusal of Firiz Jang and Chin
Qulich Khan to march with him, but thought it discreet to dissumulate,
and thinking that it was “safer to leave Firaz Jang behind as a friend
than as a foe”, conferred the title of Sipah Salar upon him, and made
him the Governor of Aurangabid and the Viceroy of the Deccan.
He was awarded an clephant and other presents which were all entrusted
to Chin Qulich Khan to be forwarded to him. Mangsir Khin,
Daroghah-i-Topkhanah-i-Dakin, was asked to look after Aurangabad

till Firaz Jang’s arrival.38

M. Amin Khan. too, did not proceed a stage or two beyond
Burh@npur. He plundered the rear of the army when it was passing
through the rocky defiles of Da’idnagar, and returned to Burhanpur.
Many of the soldiers raised in the Deccan also deserted. M. Amin then
joined Chin Qulich Khian at Aurangabad where they took possession of
several districts.3?

Not only Firaz Jang and Chin Qulich Khan, but even Asad
Khan and Zu’lfigar Khan were not keen to leave the Deccan and to
accompany A‘zam Shah, and tried their best to persuade the latter to
lecave them in the Deccan by pointing to the activities of the
Marithas 40

The half-heartedness of these and other nobles is ascribed by Irddat
Khan to the insanc pride of A‘zam which made him despise the advice
of others, his Shi'ite inclinations, and his parsimoniousness in giving
increments and promotions.*! But Irddat Khan’s charges do not seem

37 M.U. iii 877.

38  Akhbarat 4 Muharram|29 March, K.K. 572, Qasim, Zafar-Namuh-i-Bahadur
Shah 10.

Y. H. Khan ( E.?af Jah 35) states that Firuz Jang was put in charge of
Burh@npur, which is not correct.

39 K.XK. 572. A‘zam declined several «ffers to pursue him and contended himself
with sending farmans to Firtiz Jang and Chin Qulich about the matter.

40 Dil. 162 a, A‘gam-ul-Harb 188-92, Akhbandt 27 Muh.|30 April, Kamwar.

41 Iradat 11-12, Kamwar A'zam was suspected of Shi‘ite tendencies ever
since his illness in 1693 when he had come under the influence of an
Ima@mite faqir (Aurangzeb v 363). He had given up the prayers of Friday,
and more than half his army was allegedly made up of Shi‘ites.
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to be well founded. As another contemporary author, Khafi Khin.
observes, “in fact, he (A‘zam) had not the money to be liberal with.”42
The Deccan wars had been very costly. The Deccan was traditionally
a deficit area, and because of Aurangzib’s reluctance to spend the
hoarded treasures of Shah Jahon, the pay of the army was some-
times three years in arrears towards the end of his reign, and the mainstay
of the Emperor had come to be the revenues of Bengal. The little
money that A‘zam found in the royal treasury went to meet the arrcars
of the salaries to the soldiers.43

The bitter words and the ill-temper which A‘zam occasionally
showed no doubt alienated many of his followers. For if any noble
spoke to A‘zam on the question of money and promotions, “he in his
proud and haughty way, gave sharp answers that there was no real
necessity in his army, but fear of the opposite party.”4* However. the
reluctance of the leaders of the two main groups at the court to
participate in the civil war, their keenness to be left behind in the
Deccan, their many connections with Deccan nobles, and the desertion
of large numbers of Deccani soldiers with them suggest that the
interests of both grcups of nobles were already centred in the Deccan.
This was a dangerous portent for the future since the Deccanis continued
to regard northern India as an alien country, and the rule of the
Mughals as alien rule. Hence, in case of weakness in the central
authority, a move for the creation of an independent statec or states in
the Deccan was bound to gather momentum.

Many of A‘zam’s difficulties would have been solved if he could
have reached and occupied Agra first, since it contained a good part of
the hoarded treasure of Shah Jahan. But “there was not a single person
who doubted that, comparing the distance of Peshawar with the
difficulties in the way of A‘zam Shah, Shih ‘Alam would arrive before

42 KK. 531, 583.

43 Asad Kh@n reported to A‘zam that the Treasury of the Stirrup (khazanah-i-
rikab) contained fifty-two lakhs in cash, and fifty-three lakhs in ashrafis of
hundred muhars (i.e. gold), while about a crore was owing to the soldiers
in salary. A‘zam Sh#h ordered this entire sum to be utilised to pay the
soldiers “so that he may be able to face God, and free himself of obligation
to His late Majesty (Aurangzib)” (Khush-hal 8-9).

4¢ KK, 581, 583.






